‘Ferdie J. Deering

FEW DAYS ago a voice on the

telephone said: “Hello, Ferdie,
this is Glenn Fagis. I oa].tnd to tell
yq].l goodbye. 'am moving to Idaho
apd I am fortonate in being a‘bier to
tellmy friends goodbye "

H-E told me his new address Iz 651 I

Westhill 5t., Idaho Falls, I, E3402,
Thiz iz a long way from the prairies
where Faris has spent about 80 of
hiz 85 years. Failing health motivat-
ed him to pull up stakes and move to
hﬂ,l_mﬂ.rhlsﬂaughterﬂndfamﬂy_

It i& certain that Glenn didn't
have the opportunity to tell all of his
friends goodhbye. If he had made as
mfny dollars as he made friends he
would be a multimillionaire. He
might be richer with his friends
ﬂ'_[.lj.n wlﬂt'anllar:l, because they're
worth more.

‘Faris joined the Oklashoma City
Chamber of Commerce in 1923 and
became right hand man to the nota-
blé Stanley Draper Sr. in an endless
cimpa.lgn io build a better clty and
4 maoge, prosperous state. Glenn re-

(tirkdin 1962 (but g Hapﬂpﬂﬂ
kingvtuara,rdt -
L Only thoseclosaly assmmamd wﬂh
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the Chamber during those years
may have known how many speech-
es and reports Glenn W, Faris pre-
pared that were delivered by others
and how many tedicus chores he
performed for which someone else
waspublicly applauded.

True, Faris was paid a salary for
work he did, but he never recog-
nized regular working bours. Sched-
ules (requently were rigorous, espe-
cially when major evenis over-
lapped.

Faris became associated with the
Oklahoma 4-H and FFA Livestock
show soon after he joined the Cham-
ber and compiled a record of more
than 50 years of participation. He
was show honores in 1970,

He was a leader in organizing the
Birloin Club of Oklahoma in 1952,
serving as secretary-treasurer ils
first 10 vears. He also was an organ-
jeor of the Southwest American
Livestock Foundation, Oklahoma
City Farm Club, Oklahoma 4-H Club
Congress and numerous other or-
ganizations and activities. Usually
these ipvolved enlistment of volun-
teer manpower and ralsing funds.

Glenn helped doit all.

When it was learned that a com-
mittee was locking for & site on
which to build a Mational Cowboy
Hall of Fame and Western Herltage
Center in 1955, Faris was assigned
the task of preparing a presenta-
tion. He did a successful job, with
aid of a committee. He served as ex-
ecutive officer during fond drives
and difficult days when some feared
the project might fail. Glenn Faris
kept it together and as much as any
ather one man deserves credit for
its existence,

On Sundays Glenn Faris and his
late wife, Mettie, went to church.
Faris was inztrumental in starting
the Westminster Preshyterian
Church, where he served as trustee,
ruling elder, treasurer and chair-
manof various committees,

In these times when 50 many peo-
ple give little of their time and not
much of their money to help build a
better community it is appropriate
thatwe appland thosewhao do,

Glenn W. Faris has sald "Good-
bwa!™ to the state he loves, but he
has left lasting memorials through
his long, useful career.



