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Nowadays Holidays Mean “Time Off’

HOL‘ID&YS apparently u‘i‘iginat-
ed as “holy days.” Later they
were designated for other cereéemo-
pies and commemorations, MNow
they have degenerated into little
more than time off from work.

Our calendars list more than twa
dozen regular holidays but not
much attention is given to purposes
for which they were set aside. Spe-
cial days preclaimed by the presi-
dent, governors or mayors usually
dor’t create much of a stir in our
gelf-centered world.

Many people noticed the recent le-
gal holiday to observe the birthday
anniversary of George Washington
only when they discovered the post
offfce and banks were closed on
Monday, Feb, 15, instead of on Mon-
day Feb, 22, date of his birth.

Perhaps the most widely publi-
cized observances of both Washing-
ton's and Abraham Lincoln's birth-
days was advertising by merchants
offering “Truthful George” and
“Honest Abe" sales to aftract cus-
(omers. S5t. Valentine's Day scemed
te get more public participation
ihan either Washingion's or Lin-
woln's Day, even though its origin
"may be ohscure.

Seriows ohservances recoilecting
contributions of Washington and
Lincoln were limited mainly to oc-
casional newspaper and TV com-
ments, A few debunkers got into the
act to try to make them inte non-
heroes.

Religions holidays receive consid-
erable interest due to the faithful
who revere their meanings and alsd
becanse others may find them-en-
joyable for different reasons. In ad-
dition to religious significance,
Easter is regarded as a time for
dressing up, Thanksgiving as a cli-
max 16 the football season and
Christmas as a time io receive
bonuses and Iry to come out ahead
in exchange of gifts. ’

Although our patriotism wanes
during times of peace and prosperi-
ty, Independence Day remains para-
mount as% a nationzl holiday for
Americans. However, Fourth of July
orations saluting our heritage, pa-
triotic parades and community
picnics have become rarities.

Among the neglected holidays are
Armed Forces Day, Flag Day, Unit-
ed Mations Day, Arbor Day and Co-
lumbus Day. The UN na longer in-
spires the hope that created it and

disparagers have tarnished the dar-
ing feat of Columbus thal connected
the Old World and the New,

Memorial Day is widely observed
in the form of auto races, lake trips,
increased highway fatalities, and
also by a number of people who visit
cemeteries to honor departed rela-
tives and friends.

Mothers and fathers are honored
on their days but efforts to add

“Mother<in-Law Day" and “Grand-

parents Day™ haven't caught on.

Some holidays acfe moved around
like checkers so workers can tie
their days off into weekends. Labor
Dray always has come on a Monday,
which seems to suit both union and
non-union peaple.

One holiday that probably sught
to be moved is New Year's Day. It
should be observed at the vernal
equinox in Mareh, when a new year
of life and growth begins, butl this
could upset football bowl schedules
and some people aren't very lively
after New Year's Eve anvhow,

Many firms give employees per-
gonal holidays on their own birih
dates, which may be as good an ex-
cuseas any for a day off,



