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Welcome to ‘Land of Contentment’

HIS month Qklahoma has been
described as a  pretty good
place Lo live, according to a survey
by a national accousting firm and
aiso in & stody repofted by a Michi-
Fan psychologist.

The aceountants based their con-
tlusions on statistics relating 1o 22
iems ihat manulfacturers conglder
when looking lor new plant sites
Oklahoma was ranked 16th by this
classification.

The psychologists evaluated 3,000
individeals' responses to 200 ques-
tions concerning their satisfaction
with their country, ¢ities, neighbor-
hoods, homes, families, friendships
and living standards.

Chlahoma was found to be in the
“land of contentment™ that runs up

the middle of the Uniled States. It 7

should be, adjoining the “Land of
Enchaniment™ on the west and
“Lamd of Opportanity™ on the east.

Frobabiy few people would disa-
sree. However, it is obvious that a
rongiderable number of factors that
make our s1ate a desirabie place to
live were mot evaluated in either
analysia,

Take our weather The highest

» about

recorded temperature was 120 de-
grees at Tishomingo and lowest was
27 degrees below zero at Watis.
That averages out somewhere in 1he
705, The number of days that are too
wel or too =nowy are offset by days
that are (oo dry. Subtracting these
exiremes leaves some 250 days a
wiar that are abouwt right.

In most siates, roins and melting
snow run down out of the mountains
to water the plains below. Most of
Oklaboma's rivers run oul of the
west side plains into the east =side
mountains. Highest point is Black
Mesa in the Panhandle and lowest is
along Red River south of the Kiami-
¢hi Mountains in McCurtain County.

Our western prairies receive only
about one-third as much average
annui¥ 1 as thd¥hilly sastern
counties receive, Bul it averages
vut and keeps the rivers flowing
most of the time,

When Texans startied bragging
their six [lags somebody
pointed out that what is now Oklaho-
ma has been under 14 different
flags, not including the banners of
66 Indian tribes within her bounda-
res.

Most state capitols have domes.
Most domed roofs leak. Oklahoma is
known as the state with the dome-
less capitel. That is not quite cor-
rect. It is just not oo top of the build-
ing. Walk into the lobby and look up.
You will see a very ornate capitel
dome.

Most legigiatures don't produce
anything buat laws, (il has been
pumped from beneath Oklahoma's
capitol lor 50 vears, Officials spend
the income just like it was tax mon-
ey, 50 we don't notice ii.

Agriculiure is one of Oklahoma’s
principal industries, producing
endugh cattle to provide every man,
woman and child in the United

- Slales with 86 quarter-pound ham-

burgers, plus wheat to make buns
for thera, with emough left over for
peanut boier sandwiches,

Landowners and oilmen both are
eagerly hoping 1o sirfke ol on
farms, but for diliferent reosons.
Farmers wanl oil 5o they can move
to town anmd oilmen go they can buy
ranches. Both groups Kaow Lhat a
rotation of crops, livestock and ol
wiells brings prosperily.
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