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“Talk Isn’t Filling State’s Water Needs

OV, George Nigh is Inviting peo-
ple “to share in seeking cre-
ative alternatives imaddressing Ok-
lahoma's water, lssnes of impor-
tance” at a eonference set lor
Tuesday, Dec. 1, at Lincoln Plaza
_Lenter.
The event is Epnnaured by more
than 30 organizations and agencies

. and s coordinated by the Oklahama

Water Resorces Board. It features
an array of noted authorities on wa-
_ler as spea.l;ﬂ-sr and Invites others
attending to paruﬂpa.l.& in discus-
gions.
The all-day pﬁﬂﬂ'ﬁm iz well orga-
pized and wndoubtedly many wise
ohservations, And practicable
_suggestions willvbe made for assur-
ing our state cu;il:lnuing adequate
supply of water for all purposes.
__.There may be ome disagreement
- faut, based upon what has happened
in prior water eonferences, most of
those present will agree that Okla-
homa has & lot of water, much of it
is wasted, we need to conserve it
and transfer surpluses to areas
where they may be used.
And based upon what the legisla-
ture has not done in prior years, the

entire conference may be expected
to dissolve into nothing more mean-
ingful to our lawmakers than a
whirlwind when it comes to & show-
down in appropriating funds far wa-
ter or for other purposes.

Because public conceérn over wa-

ter supplies subsides when copious -

fall rains break the summer drouth,
demand [or action on water issues is
pretiy weak by the time the legisla-
ture i5 in seseion.

Other groups send delegations to
the capitol but seldom do water sup-
porters show up in numbers. Legis-
lators claim they do Dot react to
such pressures but they seem to
hear woters shouting wheénever
teachers, road boosters, union labor
and similar groups turn on the heat.

Water users don't apply much
pressure. When ratiening is lifted
from some 400 towns that run dry in
summer, when car washing and
lawn watering is allowed again, and
when stories of occasional flooding
RPPEAr in newspapers, Water supply
problems are shoved aside.

The resuit is that lirtls more than
token aciion has been taken by the
legislature.

In 1974, Benate Bill 510 aothor.
ized the develspment of the Oklaho-
ma Comprehensive Water Plan and
funded its initial phase. The first re-
port was published in 1975, covering
33 southern counties,

Since then other reports have
heen published, giving detalled in-
formation on present and future wa-
ter requirements of Oklahoma, and
proposals for supplying these needs.
The legislature has done little ar
nothing to implement the propesals.

Thir latéest réeport on the Compre.-
hensive Water Plan consists of
abopt 250. pages, complete with
maps, charts, tables and facts.
Probably all legisiators have
thumbed ihroogh it but how many
have studied it?

For decades we heve heen condi-
tioned to proposing projects| and
calling on Uncle Sam to pay for
their construction. In the futore we
may have to depend more heavily
UPON OUr §WH FESOUTCEs.

The Legislature has been spend-
ing money like it was water. If is
time to start conserving and using
our waler like it is money!



