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High-Tech Researc
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USINESE spokesmen: Seem o be ':--'iljwe'lll'_"

: reluctant to admit that Evrope-
an nations and Japan have been
pushing harder on technological re-
search than this country. Neverthe-
less, American business is feeling
+the compefition apd indfcations are
.Ih:u mmethin# isibeing ﬁnnﬂa_.hglt
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“Despiigithe dlarmed outcries in
_recent yedrs that the United Stdies
is losing its techmological viger,
there is growing evidence to the
contrary,” Business Week magazine
asserted recently,

Natlon's Business declare@fabat::

Yankee ingenuity, inventivgness.

and determination to Bredk new

ground is as good*as‘éver, hut eited
opinions that our abilliy to tran-
slate new technology into specific
new products=and services is slip-
ping badly..

A story igThe Wall Strect Journal
began by S4mting that “More and
more companies are climbing
aboard the high-technology
bandwagon, but most of them don't
hawve the slightest idea how to man-

age their technology efforts eifec- }

not been utilizing what we have to
best advantage,

The reaction is an upswing in
technological research that 1s run-

. ning ahead of inflation as business-

-and industries take a longer
ange view of innovation.

Probably ene major reason for

the sléwdown in research was the
overrpling growth of government
reg & in the 19605 and 1970s.
Installations demanded by EPA,
O5HA and other agencies may have
diverted both atténtion and funds
from potential ressarch.

Legislation is pending in Congress
to extend the 17-year lile of a patent
for products that require federal ap-
proval io compensate for the time it
takes to get pegulatory élearance.

Sponsors say that by the time the
Food and Drug Admiristration has
reviewed a patented new drug for
safety and effectiveness less than 10

years remain in the average life of a

1_ :
Regains Steam

: patent.
“The. consensus seems (o be that o,
the United States not only hag . for a 25 percent tax credit
lagged somewhat in regearch. afd”
; development but that we also have

-* The administration alse is dalling
n in-

7 creases in salaries and wages relat-

ad 1o research.

are new themselves.
Metallic glass that is as o

steel, can be bent like metal, is non-
coftpgive, and  c8dl'be produced
cheaply is belng studied by a num-

ber” of industries for a variety of
products and uses,
Production of elecirical
wilh chemical generatars
fuel cells, ways to make auto en-
gines burn much of their own|emis-
sions, and development of more so-
phisticated robots to replace
in hazardous or simple jobs a
er ideas being pushed.
Buginesses that fail to
zhead soon may fall behind |
petitive free enterprise, -~



