Ferdie J. Deering

Anticrime Insurance Makes Sense

N INNOVATIOM®in i

has been launched i
ana. Cltizens there now may buy an—
tierime insarance,

Addition of this iype of coverage
to the wide range of policies already
offered makes sense, Surveys show
that one of every flve American
households is hit by erime every
year, with properiy stolen or a
household member the wvictim of
physical aggault,

The risk of a.ul!lﬂrin[.: loss by crime
may be greater tj;:nn ihe risk, of se-
rinus illness, a.m’u le amidﬂnt ar
fire.

Louisiana policies is mpmed to b
applying ; for: approvdl ‘in other
states, If the idea clicks, undoubted-
:L'jr adduti{maj {ﬁqmpanma 1.lrlll'l nﬂer
COVErage. :

- Rates vary af6
ed risks. Rural”
337 a vear for indi
a year for !m_r- e ;

Mow Orleans pay rales ‘more 1han
fwice those amounts. :

< Poverage includes $1,000 compen-
‘shtion for property loss, $2,000 for
b hospitalization, and $3,000 in case
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One cumpnn.}f thit is uthﬂng the
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II:[': Mental anguish may bring
z&duu af from $50 to $300.
Renenl.]y published I'Igur{-s based
upon data frofm ’i ureau
of Investipation: & it febbery
wag up 20 percent im 1980 with in-

ereases in number of rapes, assaults

and murders alsa,

Another type of anticrime insur-
ance has been proposed in Washing-
ton that probably the majority of
citlzens “will buy™ whether or not
they go in for actuarial antlcrime
risk policies. )

When a somewhat controversial
192-page report containing 64 rec-
ommendations for erime prevention
was released by a task force recent-
ly, Attorney General William
French Smith declared: “'We intend
to insure that more eriminals go to
jailis-

This is what the public has been
demanding for years, but sob sis-
ters, righls rebels, avaricious attor-
neys and the ACLU have persuaded
courts io treat criminals more kind-
ly than their victims.

MNaturally, these same elements
have viciously atiacked the report
that Is intended to get eriminals ofi

‘gerve  their fwll sentenc

the sireets and pui them where they
can’t continue to injure other peo-
ple.

It would permit judges| to deny.
baiil to dangersus outlaws,
parcles to compel more ©

som of insanity,” and ea

tiens on admission of

turned up by officers.
The report came oul

lirst state in the nation 1t
maximum security state
ary accredited hy the
Correclional Associaticn.

have little excuse for handi
suspended sentences and
nor has fewer reasons [or isseing
pardons and paroles thal pul the
criminals back on the styeeis pre-
maturely.

If our prisons become filled, we
should build more, Making crimi-
nals understand they are| likely to
be caught and punished is the anti-
crime insurance that will pay off
best.



