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Why Not Sooner Sorghum Molasses?

EW ENGLAND s noted for its
maple syrup, possibly the na-
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to try giving pancake eaters a

A curtent report savs that soda
choice of syrups — with Oklahoma

pop now accounts for 26 percent of

tion's favorite pancake sweetener,
MNow it 15 sweeter than ever.

Prices reached record highs in
1980 for the 15th stralght season.
They ranged ap to $22 a gallon in
New Hampshire and production was
higher in most places than it had
been in years, '

Oklahoma farmers used fo pro-
duce a good deal of sorghum molas-
ses, butl very few mills are left. The
“ last one we saw was niear Hugo
about two years ago. The price was
39 per gallon at the mill, but the mo-
lasses was not quite ready, and we
couldn’l wail.

kany people recall how good sor-
ghum 'lasses tasted on a stack of
steaming pancakes on a cold morn-
ing, but few youngsters have on-
joyed the thick-brown “long sweete-
nin".” ’

We may be overlosking an oppor-
tunlty. Sorghum {or red top cane)
molasses isn't an original Oklahoma
food, but the first settlers made it
because they might not have had

., cash to buy sugar, Maybe we ought

malasses.

Food sources are continoally
searching for new products, testing
hundreds of items annually. Al-
though about 60 percent are said to
fzil, many prove popular and yield
large returns. :

The Wail Street Journal reports
that *“John's Criginal Pork Chop
Sandwich™ fiopped as a franchise in
Misgoula, Mont., but the owner still
hopes to challenge the big hamberg-
er chaing with it

If spotless manufaciuring plants
can dll'p-l.iﬂi'l.il!‘ the natural [lavor of
farm-produced sorghum ‘lasses, it
ought to click.

Food preferences are continually
changing. Regardless of campaligns
for nutrition and diet fads, most
people eat what they enjoy.

What some diet authorities call
“junk foode" are among the more
popular food items, This may ool
nécessarily be becanse they contain
notritional ingredlents such as
mille, eggs, outs, owit and chocolate,
More probably they are popular be-
cause people enjoy them.

total consumption of drinks other
than water and that it may reach 31
percent by 1990, Officials of the soft
drink industry predict that beer will
replace milk in second place by
then.

The National Live Stock and Meat
Board found in a survey that roast
beef leads all other red meats in fre-
guency of menu appearances. In the
sandwich category, hamburgers hit
TE.4 percent of menus,

Incidentally, some wWesks ago
when this column bemoaned the
lack of genuine Oklahoma grub, we
turned up one food item named for
our state; the Okleburger, served at
Tony Reiger's T&J Drive-In in Ham-
mon, 13 miles north of Elk City. Per-
haps thers are others.

It could be that paople warey too
much sometimes ahout what they
eat and not enough about how 1o en-
joy Life. A bit of sage advice is at-
tribuied o the ageless baseball
star, Satchel Palge, who said: “H
your stomach disputes you, lie down
and pacify it with coal thoughts.”



