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You Must Understand the Problem First

HAT do wou percélvé as the

mast urgent problem facing
mankind? 1f the professional poli-
gters were to make a wildespread
survey on that guestion they might
get too many different answers Lo
fabulateeasily.

Writers for 1.5, News & Warld Re-
port put that gquestion to a gather-
ing of 16 Nobel prize winners recent-
Iy, men whoe were described as
“some of the nation’s top thinkers.”
Thelr responses emphasized a varie-
ty of problems without producing a
CONSensus.

“Pregerving peace and dealing
with poverty in the United States
and the underdeveloped world are a
great concern,” said a Nobel prize
winner in physioiogy and medicine.
He alse mentioned illnesses thal
doctors cannot prevent, such as al-
coholismand drug abuse,

A chemist declared he was oon-
cerned about the public dissatisfac-
tlon toward science. “People recog-
nize science as dolng great things
far their lives. But when it comes to
appreciating science and having
sympathy for It they mostly don't.
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They asscciate it with the mad sci-
entislt making monsters In dimly It
labaratories rather than under-
gtanding what the activity of & sci-
entist isreally like.”

A physicist complained: “People
nd lenger seem to believe, as Ameri-
cans once did, that any sart of prob-
lem can besalved.”

A& second physicist said, “A ra-
tignal way of running the world
would be to reduce the number of
people,” He didn 't sav how,

A third physicist declared: “Ener-
gy iz the nation's greatest long-
range problem,

A medical doctor said a decline in
education is the greatest problem
ihe United Siates faces. Another
wag inleigued by the use of drugs
for control of mental ilinesses, ad-
mitting there is potential danger for
abuse in regulating behavior by this
means.

(e Mobel prize winner comment-
¢ “The very survival of the human
race wunder the threat of nuoclear
weapons is the great challenge con-
fronting the global society.™
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While citizens not rated as “top
thinkers” might not disagrée with
the scientists, thelr lists would be
different. Top ratings likely would
o to personal problems the scien-
tists didn't mention. )

For most families, the top-rank-
ing daily problem is gerting togeth-
er enough cash, after taxes, (o pay
rising costs of housing and feeding
themselves. The scientists spoke up
for solution of problems of peace,
poverty, inflation and energy, but
their perspectives of global atti-
tudes and eur persomal daily diffi-
culties are not the same.

None of the scientlsts mentioned

“the decadence of moral and ethleal

standards, a problem which many
citizens believe is undeérmining civi-
lizedd seciety and its institutions,
Steadily increasing crime is an out-
growth of this trend and no solution
i% ingight,

Cme of my grade school grithme-
tic teachers had us Stand and s1ate
each problem before attempting 1o
salve it “If you don't dndersiand the
problem, you won't find the solu-
tion,” he said.



