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They're No. 1, Kamm Says of Students

IT 15 axiomatic that people might

get along better if they under-
stood one another better. The same
applies to administrators, faculty
and students in colleges and univer-
sities,

A significant contribution to help
further such understanding has
been published by Dr. Robert B,
Kamm of Stillwater, former presi-
dent of Oklahoma State University.
The title, “They're No. One’™ refers
to students; not athletic teams,

The ook consists of 180 short es.
says, arranged in the form of a wni-
versity president's diary covering
two semesters. The essays prezent
impressions, observations, excerpts
fram, speeches, experiences and
hagpenings selected from Kamm's
CATrCEr as a teacher, counselor, dean
or; president of both private and
puhlic instutitions.

B bs more than a' handbook for ad-
mimstrators. Principles discussed
apply broadly in many fields, and
(tb=Book may have special useful-
nessfor stedents going away to col-
lege and their parents.

*Higher education is a3 dynamic

venture to be shared in with enthu-
siasm and integrity by both faculty
and students, as they teach and
learn that which is known, seek for
that which Is unknown, share and
apply knowledge io relation to off-
campus needs, and strive (o achieve
those gualities of mind and spirit
which give decision and high pur-
pose ta life," Kamm observes.

“Going away to college represents
for most Young men and women a
healthy and a normal diminlshing of
ties with home," he says, adding em-
phatically that it should not be &
complete break,

“Today's students ‘hit the books’
harder and longer than did their
predecessors,” the author states, al-
&0 pointing ¢ut that “Today's stu-
dents are keenly aware of the world
around them, and a person who con-
ceives of a campus community as
‘halls of ivy" or ‘the ivory tower” has
not been in recent contact with wni-
wversity life."

Concerning the American concept
of separation of Chorch and State,
Kamm wrote: “Our forefathers act-
e wisely in assuring that neither
would control the other. What they

did say, however, was that those
who are paris of a State endeavaor
{students at a state institwtion of
bigher learsing, for example},

-should not be denied the opportuni-

ty to manifest their own religious
faith {each according to his or her
own beliefs) and to learn and to
grow spiritoally while stodents.”

Kamm stressed quality in edoca-
tion, summarizing: “To servia our
fellowmen and woemen iz the high
and great privilege of every ong of
us who teach, counsel and adminis-
ter. To serve others in love, with re-
spect to them as individuals, to the
end that they might be happy and
achieve their full dignity is to honor
ij.“ )

"Our task as edocators is more
than discovering and sharing knowl-
edge, It is more than the develop-
ment of skills — important as both
knowledge and skills are,” Kamm
emphasized in another place. “Our
concern muost be for the total stu-
dent and for each student’s total de-
velopment — physically, emotional- -
iy, seciaily, cultarally, morally and
gpiritually, as well as academical-.
Iy."



