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T}IE OTHER day I went to a hard-
are storg;to get a package of
small brackets.that used to cost a
‘dime. They now cost 95 cents, plus
.
In an old-fashioned store, the
elerk rang up your purchase on the
icash register, dropped in the coin
and that ended the transaction. In
. modern computerized stores a clerk
i punches digital keys, the beeper
' ‘beeps, lights flash and finally out
. jpomes a ticket confirming the sale.
.+ In point of digital time, the hard-
ware store I patronized was some-
‘where between these (wo. Using a 7-
. by-11l-inch pad of invoices the clerk
wrote a ticket in duplicate with as
riuch care as he might have used to
sell hardware for an entire hoose.

He made it out to “CASH,” dated
it, inserted the G-digit stock num-
ber, guantity, description of item
and size, price per unit, total price,
sales tax, subtotal, and grand total
of 99 cents. Probably the digits were
important, becanse there were a lot
of them.

Later at a lumber yard checkout
eounter 1T walted while a young man

\offered a check for mare than 100

Digititis Has

worth of merchandise. He couldn't
remember his Social Security num-
ber, He said his driver’s license had
been lifted by police. His telephone
number belonged to a neighbor. He
had no eredit cards, This frustrated
woung man had run out of cash and
out of numbers, but he looked sur-
prised when the manager refused
his check.

You just can't get very far In
modern life with your numbers. We
have a pandemic case of digititis.

The digital industry iz claimed to
be the world's fastest growing busi-
ness, and it might be. Almost any-
thing, it seems, can be converted Lo
digits, even so-called photographs
of distant planets which are later
reponstituied as color pictures for
earthmen.

Computers are pot new [or cars
but when the dashboard {a carcy-
agver from horsepowery is replaced
by cathode ray tubes, as is predict-
ed, they will shower us with addi-
tiopal nembers, in color, CRTs will
display speed, fuel efficiency, how
long before vou run out of gas, oil,
brake and temperature data, and
give your location on a map.

va o 6ng' by the Number

When 1 '& a reporter on The Ada
Mews In the 1930s, that newspaper
had single digit phone numbers, No.
3 for business and No. 4 for news.
Mow when I make & long distance
call T have to dial 11 digits and give
the operator 14 more if Tuse a cred-
itcard.

Postal zip codes soon will be ex-
panded to nine digits, which eventu-
ally might replace sireet addresses,
And don't be surprised if the Postal
Service starts charging three digiis
for postage stamps.

Many years“Hgo someone predict-
ad that the timé was coming when a

baby wou {given a personal
pumber at- ~to serve all his or
her Hife. It ¥ be used for employ-

ment, taxes, dedit, retirement, and
aumercus oiher purposes, including
some noL fipured out yel. It could
mean jTeduction in numbers il we
adoptedguch-a gFstem.

By mm!:lin! our Social Security
numbers Spodes, wip codes,
street ﬂ'ﬂﬁ‘&, phone numbers
and private radio call numbers inio
one sirfag iglts, we might ulti-
mately memovize them.



