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Death Codes Undergoing Changes

New England judge has ruled a

A certain woman s incompelent

to handle her finances but that she

has “a right to die” and o refuse

surgery ar medical care that might
projong her life.

Thus the debate over control of
person’s last days goes on. Some say
doctors are the only onés gualified
1o decide whether life should go on:
others fear they might abuse this
power if they had it.

30 many cases wind up in court,
it judges are reluctant to make
the decisions. Families are confused
and may get into arcumonts over
whether it is life or the process of
dying that is ppolonged.

The rate of deaths per thousand
population is decreasing as prog-
ress is made for disease control and
people are living longer, but a re-
cent réport shows that abowi two
million Amerlcans die aonually,
more than half of them from heart
disease and cancer,

The Federal Trade Commission
got involved in dying a couple of
years ago but eased up on its regu-
lations when its allegations against

funeral practices were refuted, Nowv-
ertheless, atiitudes toward death
are changing, apparéntly mare rap-
idly and extensively than is real-
ized.

Jack V. Boyd sent a copy of an @5-
say titled “Invisible Death"” by Phi-
lippe Arles, & French historian,

“Death is not a purely individual
act, any more than life 5" Aries
writes, He declares that death al-
ways has been a soclal and public
frct but that changing trends are
conoealing the reality of death.

“Excent for the dearh of a states-
man, sociely has banished death,”
Aries says. “In the towns, there is no
wiy of knowing that something has
happened. The old black and =silver
hearse has become an ordinary
gray limouwsine, indistinguishahle
from the (low of traffic. Socicty no
lopger observes a pause; the disap-
pearance of an individual ao loager
affects its continuity, Everything in
town goes on as if nobody died any-
more,”

Although . doctors cannot elimi-
nate death, they may be able Lo con-
tral its duration, prolonging it from

the few hours it once was to several
days, weeks, months, or even years,
“Death is a failure,” Aries con-
cludes, “When death arrives. It is re-
garded as an accident, a sign of
helplessness or clumsiness that
roust be put out of mind."”

Many religious people regard
death somewhat differently. They
view death as a transition from life
on earth to life hereafter. By no
means do all of them fear death or
tadee it lightly.

Even those who might not adhere
to such beliefs may perpetuale a
sart of “life after death.” Two Cali-
fornia inventors have devised a so-
lar-powered tape recaorder for use ag
an epltaph. It will play up to twa
hours of the grave ocCcupant’'s re-
corded speech,

5till, [ew people expect death
when it arfives. A current ad for a
large insurance company depicis a
healthy-looking man being Laken
from his weekly bowling match by
two angels in white suits. As they
ezscort him up an esealator to heaw-
e, the man protests: 1 thooght I°d
have more time" One angel re-
sponds: “Doesn’t everybody®™




