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”A theism Already Present in Schools

HE WELL-publicized atheist,
Madalyn Murray O'Hair of Tex-
as, has declared that “Oklahoma is
in need of an atheist influence 1o
combat the religious evangelism
that comes out of the state,”
- Mrs. O'Halr doesn't need to
bother. Dklahoma already has an of-
{fective, widespread program going
for promoting atheism and human-
i&m, thanks to the Supreme Court of
the United Siates and the system for
gdﬂptlng textbooks for use in Okla-
homa public schools,
" Childrem are denied the benefits
of learning traditional American
moral principles by court rulings
and are exposed to atheist and amo-
ral teachings In textbooks adopted
by the state.
*An abundance of additional evi-
dence showing how widespread the
.problem is has been received by this
“writer after publication of a column
on this subject about three weeks
ago. Many citizens have become dis-
turbed to learn how critical the sito-
ation is It is even worse in other
states.
A book titled “"Change Agentx in
the Schools™ by Barbara M. Morris

was received from J.D. Fleming, as-
sistani 1o the president of the Okla-
homa Farmers Union! It reveals
how “educationese, the language of
change" uses tamiliar terms to dis-
guige unacceptable doctrines,

Mary Jane Fielden of Edmond
provided a copy of “Texibooks on
Trial,” by James C. Hefley, and oth-
er publications. The Hefley book
tells of Mel and Morma Gahler's 20-
¥ear battle against objectionable
texthooks in Texas. The Longview
couple has almost made a career of
the fight.

One example cited is an eighth
grade text on “Civil Government™
that equates Cesar Chavez, Martin
Luther King Jr. and Mahatma Gan-
dhi with Jesus and devoles more
than six pages to sex symbol Mari-
i¥n Monroe, while mentioning
George Washingion only five times.

Textbook commission members
and advisers in Oklahoma receive
hundreds of books annually, many
times the number that they are able
to review with theroughness.

Mrs. Lewis Maver, of Hooker, and
Mrs. Ralph Kelly, of Stigler, who
served on the Oklahoma Farm Bu-

I L .

reau textbook evaluation commities
in 1380, provided sample pages of
Oklahoma-adopted textbooks men-
tioned previously. Materials sup-
plied earlicr by Mrs. Charles B.
McFarland and Mrs, F.B. Chambers,
of Cklahoma Clty, indicate that
some supplementary teaching mate-
rials may be gettlng into local .
schools without critical review,

Am organization al Edmond called
Committee of Concerned Parents is
epcouraging fathers and mothers to
read textbooks wsed hy their chil-
dren. Dr. Ken Dormer and Janet
Kem are co-chairmen.

C.W. Raney, of Oklahoma Cilty,
writes that as long as the federal
Department of Education can tell
them “What and How,” threatening
to cut off funds for non-compliance,
parents and local schoel boards
hawve little avthority in selection of
materials used in schools.

"Dedicated educators and parents
MUst pressure our Congress to res-
cind the laws, discontinue furnds,
thereby returning education in pub-
lic schoeols to the.states and local
school boards,” Raney gays:  *




Who Nee Aﬁaldalyn?

TO THE EDITOR: - t98 1

Ferdie Deering' a2 was correct
in his Jan. 27 article about Madalyn
Murray O'Hair not needing to come
to Oklahoma since we already have
a widespread promotion of atheism
and humanism in our public
schools.

With Stratton-Taylor and Claude -
Dyer “keeping things under con-
trol,” who needs Madalyn?

L. Buie, Stigler

R e to surrender
to serve Thee today and
every day. Amen.
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