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Good Weather to Same Bad to Others

TS GOING ta rain ar snow one of
these davs. Many people will
thirk that is “rotlen weather” buot
athers will consider il a beautiful
day.

UOklahoma needs moisture for the
winter whegt crop, as well as 1o get
land into condition for spring plant-
ing: The livelihood of thousands de-
pends  directly upon rainfall and
muost segments of the stale’s econo-
my benefit directly when rain pro-
duces good harvests,

For pgenerations we have been
conditioned to regard rain and sndw
as “bad weather,” overlooking posi-
tive values, Newspaper wriiers and
TV weathermen perpetuale the atti-
tude through thetr commenis.

An Oklahoma City home buoilder
once told me he wouldst carve I 0
never rained, “Rain just runs up my
construction cosis by delays during
the week ‘and interferes with my
golf on'weekends,” hesaid.

Rabn affects mosl ouldogt aciivi
ties but over 4l b does move gaood
than harm. Hunters Know thal dey
weather is a handicap o dogs leail-
ing mame. Withowt vatnfall anglers

wolld [ind dying fish in stagnant
poals. “Rained oul” is a sad note to
summer baseball fans but fooiball
boosters will endure harsh wintry
weather hoping for iouchdowns.

On a couple of ocoasions last Tall
writers referred io the wezther at
Morman as miscrable” but the
stands were filled anyway. Profes-
slonal fosiball fans have heen ob-
served on TV recently watching
games played in snow and cold that
might have kepl somé home [rom
waork.

Certainly, we sympathize with
those whose duties keep them oul-
doors whatlever the weather. Police-
men, guards, pesimen, paper boys,
plumbers, wtilities workers, con-
stenetton employeas and others may
b busier or find their services more
urgently needed when it ralns or
ENOWE.

Probably no occupation is more
suscoplible (o vagaries of the
weather than larming. Without ade-
guate, timely rainfzll they can't
plont or harvest.
to geow pastures and hay for live
stack and o put water imloe ponds
antl the ground for future use.

They need rainfall’

Oklahoma wheat farmers usually
welcome winter moisture whether i
comes as rain or snow. Bui those
who have livestock deplore smow-
storms that make increased feeding
ol animals necessary and extremely
difficult tedo.

Alter crops or livestock have been
produced, & caprice of weather may
wipe out the profit, A Zl-minute
hailstorm canm ruin a vear's wheat
crop. Lightning tnay kil cattle,
Floods wash out cotbon crops and
drouth shrivels peanut vines. A tor-
nado tears down barns and damages
equipment, Weather doesn't elimi-
nate a farmer's expenses; it just
wipes oul or reduces their incomes.

Man has always tried o influence
weather for his benefit but so far his
afforts have proved 1o be puay and
largely ineffective.

For'that reéagson, we have 10 de-
pend upon the sunshine and rain
thal comes 1o ug naturally, When we
live in a semi-arid land like Oklaho-
ma, where drouth often prevails, a
rainy day can be beautiful! And
most of ws will even welcome snow,
providing it meltsright away.



