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IN celebrating Christmas our
' minds may stretch no further
than to note the bicth of an extraor-
disary child at Bethichem long ago.
It is appropriate to remember this
miraculous birth of a unigue person-
ality, but it alse is desirable that we
~ vonaider the life purpose of Baby Je-
sus, who He really was and what e
did. The Holy Scriptures provide our
infarmation on these subjects.
Becavse mankind s spiritualiy
weak, people foand it impoasible to
kecp the laws of God well enough ta

mérit fellowship with God. S0 2 Mes-,

slah was promised as the redeemer
of ginful man.

- The 53rd chapler of Isaiah in the
0l Testament {oretells the birth of
thi Messiah and describes the pur-
pose of Hizs life on earth;

':'Eurély our pgriefs He Himsell
hore; and our sorpews He carried;
el we :rursel'n.fr.-a-'m_;!uumml Him
stricken, smitten of God and RECECL-
od. Bul He was pieccerd through For
our transgresslons, He was cryshed
for our iniguities; the chasening for
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Wise Men Today Have Faith in Je

cur well-being tell upon Him and by
His soourging we are healed,

“All of us like sheep have gone ag-
tray, each of us has turned to his
awn way, but the Lord has caused
the inlguity of us all to fall on Him."

In the Mew Testament book of
Luke the physician whe became an
apostle reports that after Jesus was
templted by Satan He returned to
Mozareth where he had grown up.
Om the Sabbath, Jesus went o the
synagogue where He read from the
Book of Isiah,

“The Spirit of the Lord i upon Me,
because He anointed Me 10 preach

the gospel to the poor, He has sent-

Me 1o prociaim release to the cap-
tives, and recovery of sight o the
blind, to set free those who are
downtradden, to proclaim the favor-
able year of the Lord.”

Jesus sat down and told His listen-
ers: “Today this scripture has been
Fulfilled in your bearing.” Some be-
liéved: athers didn't.

During the lew years of his minis-
try, Christ performed many miva-
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:L&e. af healing and raised a nufnbe: :
of people from the dead. |

Ultimately, Jesus Christ iwas
killed by crucifixion, the prfwhlenl
mode of execulion at the lime. He
was buried and, a5 had been Tore-
told, on the third day He arose, dem- -
onstrating power over death. Aler
belng seen by and conversing | with
pundreds of wilnesses, Christ later
ascended into heaven as some 8 His
disciples walched.

The reason for the Life of l::nn.u
on earth as the divine Son of God
was plainly stated by Jesus Himself
“For God so loved the world, that He
gave His only hegotten Son, | thai
whoever believe in Him should not |
perish, but have eternal kife. Ha who
believes in Him is not judged; he
who does not believe has been
judged condemned already, because
he has ool believed in the name of
the only begotten Son of God." |

Mearly 2000 wyears ago humble
shepherds and highly educaied mon.
suuglgt ot 1h1'=,=L haby Jesus to| | WO .
ship Him., Wise men today rJr; the



