.E%rdie J. Deering

: NEWSPAFPER report says thn
A publie 18 confuged and “family
resfaurants” are thredtened with
cjogure as public nuisances if Okla-
poma liguor laws are enforced.
-"There is no necessity for either
" sftaration to exist. All restaurants
pepd to do is stop violating state

ws by running open saloons and
fill the public has to do is to abey
hws concerning the uge of alecholic
beverages.

7 The problem is not that the law is
wmclear; the problem is that many
people S0 not agree with the law and
-npp_ul;.r flout it. This is compounded

fallure of public officials to up-
kold dhd enforee laws.

‘. In phevious eras when lawbreak-
‘Ihf was rife, those who deliberately
Ilim'l:ﬂ.'ed laws they didn't like were
rﬂerr,cd {0 as scofflaws, Under vari-
duel banners, scofflaws abound to-

" ‘! Ligiée law violations are com-
ﬁnn_, it odly do people see or buy
< Mg ntrary to the law, many
: pepmmk excessively and then
drive theic. cars unsafely in overt
-ﬂul&ﬁpn%ﬁﬂ the law.
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Thia sometimes results in illogi-
cal or ridiculous actions. When a
driver smashed his car into another
vehicle in Noble County, killing six
people, blood tests showed exces-
slve aléohol. Reactions of officials
was to propose changing speed lim-
itz near the intersection.

What was neéded was more
stringent enforcement of laws con-
cerning drynken driving. What hap-
pened? Arrests in the state for
drinking drivers have dropped
about 1,000 per year since 1978,

A lew weeks ago a similar accl-
dent occurred near Okmulgee, also
killing six people. One driver was
suspected of being drunk because of
the strong smelt of aleohol. Officials
gaid it would be weeks before bleod
aleohol tests would be ready. Blood
tests usually take minutes.

An even more serious effect of .
zeofflaw attitudes 1s the ruination of
children and youth who imitate
their parents and other adulls.

Studies at the University of Okla-
homa show that the ability of most
alesholies to solve problems is im-
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Saloon Problem Caused by Scofflaws

paired. Businessmen long have I'h-E'E'I!l
aware that employees with hang-
overs and related stcohol problems
are unreliable and  produce | less
than they are capable of deing.
The reason liquor and beer dis-
tributors, restaurant owners, hotels,
motels and resorts are conceérned
about the possibilify. of law enforce-
ment is their lack of-concern about
the well-being of thEiEcustomers,
Their . proposed._Eolution ta
make more sales (o more people by
advocating 2 refereg tp. make
“liguor by the drink™ ava labl »

“To me, there is nothing me im-
moral ‘than teaching our childs E_ﬁ Lo
ignore or disobey the law begause
we - chaose 10 look the other wayv
when we see a lack of enforcement
of a law which we ourselves choose
to ignore,” said former state Sen.
Bob Funston, who has been named
to lead the campaign for more 1i-
quor for sale in more places. |

Sg, during the holiday season,
watch out for scofflaws deiving
cars. Half of all fatal car accidents
involve drlnbclrm -rlriwe-rs.l,-,
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The People Speak

Teachers Want to Stay .

TO THE EDITOR:

This letter is in reply to your Dec.
12 edi
we resen{ the facts as you
sented them. Let's get

fore, a first- or
received appr
$400 per year.
with inflatio

employees/receive oje every year.
State legdslators just\voted them-

5 a day for travel‘expenses.
Why fot the teachers? Are
ers entitled to cost-of-living raises,
too? (
increase \he price of your papers
and also ci\t back on servic

full retirement
benefits and com
No one cares wh

ty before and
after school,
ty between 35-minute
hours a
ing pa-
pers. Since parents give us“the re-
for guiding their chil-
dren in sociul skills, self-di ipline,
respect for \others and afademic
areas, why, then, should thby not be
willing to pay\us for acce ting that
responsibility?

5. Recharging\Batteri¢s: In refer-
ence to the thr mopths’ “vaca-
tion,” one needs t§ supbey teachers
to learn that man ust find sum-
mer employment. Ofhers return to
college or travel yidh educational
study groups to fuftheX their educa-
tion. As with others, texchers have

6. Think
learn writi
ing, sciencé, history, music physi-
cal education, art and public speak-
ing? Were not the teachers of these
subjects contributing factors in the
attainment of your goals?

We invite youyto follow one of us

goals are excsssive. So iety seems
willing to pay eXclessi
dion members se-

pior High School

AN & )
Thinking Out8lded

TO THE EDITOR:

Once again I read one of F. Deer-
ing’s’ asinine editorials against our
state having a sensible and work-
able liquor-by-the-drink law. Really
— 1is this Neanderthal thinker the
best you can come up with as an ad-

.vocate for your unreasonable and

unthinkable opposition to an enfor-
cable liquor-by-the-drink law?

Is he so ignorant as to believe that
our state does not have liquor by the
drink in fact, even if not by law? Do
you and he both think that the rest
of the civilized world is out of step
and only good old Bible-Belt Oklaho-
ma should have such ridiculous
laws regarding the serving of al-
coholic beverages?

It is unfortunate for our state that
with all the fine and brilliant people
in it, such “thinkers” as F. Deering
and Bailey Smith get the media ex.
posure and make our state a
laughingstock throughout the rest of
the country.

Gary L. Chrisco, Edmond

Spirit Fades Quickly

the day aft&r Christmas? My
old son and Nwent Yo an aft

adulis. Even th
much kinder most of the
sale also, but
not to the pofnt of belnxtotally rude
and inconsiderate.

My 2-year-old was saying “I'm
sorry” to grown people who were
pushing into him instead of the oth-
er way around. How rude can people B



