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" Christmas Becoming Pagan Holiday

115 the week before Christmas
and all through the mall vou
will find about Chriat nearly nothing
.atall
- The secularization of this relig-
n-!nua holiday is almost complete.
sGreeting cards, for example, esual-
1y have no reference to the birth of

Jesus Christ, the saviour, heart of

~-the celebration.

_il:r.- Materfal gifis, rather than spirit-
ual. gifts, are. paramount, The ex-
changing of gilts arose among fami-
lieg and neighbors as an expression
of God’s love, Emphasis apparently
shifted [rom giving to petting about
the time the legend of Saint Micho-
las was introduced.

Later the familiy Christmas dins
ner Increasingly was converted to a
feast, often accompenied by exces-
sive drinking.

Commetical and charitahle insti-
tutions have so grossly overplayed

~ Banta Claus as a svmbol of Christ-
*'mas that few ch:ldren belleve the
myth about, him. Unfortunately,
;,m.'m}r may regard the story of Jesus
" as another fable because they ob-
serve other things given preemi-

' nence,

That is the way anti-religionists
want it. They do not belisve in God
and they seem to resent others ex-
erciging such faith, Our constitution
bars government from ingerfering
with freedom of religion but atheis.
tie organizations manage to do so
with lawsuits and other devices.
They sametimes distort the mean-
ing of ithe constitutional amendment
which was designed 1o assure sepa-
ration of church and state.

Lawyers for the American Civil’

Liberties Union seem to be continu-
ally looking for opportunities to file
lawsnits to Keep the message of
Chrisimas oot of public buildings,
schools or wherever they may be,
Thelr actions obvicusly interefere
with freedom of religion.

& new case is blocking display of
the Malivity scene in fromt of the
Denver City and County huilding.

In Oklahoma, ACLU eontinues its
ihreats to go o court to force re-
maval of & statue of Christ from the
Wichita Wild Life Refuge, The stat-
ue¢ pertains to an annual Easter
pageant observing the resurrection
of Christ, but the action is a part of

a nationwide drive 1o minimize the
influence of religion anyw'h-ere in
America.

Probably -ACLL obtains funds
from a number of sources, including
patriotic and religions cltizens who
may be unaware of the communist-
related background of ACLU, Mot
everybody knows that ACLU law-
yers may be billing TS, taxpayvers

for their services. Recently, Federal -

Judge Luther Bohanon allowed
F300,000 to ACLI lawyers for lees
and expenses related to litigation
oVEr prlscrn reforms in Oklahoma.

in the National Geographic maga-
zine the story is told of how Enver
Hoxha, dictator of Albania, substi-
iuted his own books for the New Tes-
tament, closed all churches and de-

clared that nation’s only religion

should be “Albanianism."”
Communist Karl Marx's oft-guot-
ed slogan, “Reliptonts the opiume: of
the people,” expresses the attitude
that non-religionists take fn usurp-

ing Christmas as a pagan haliday.
io* having " the -

They don't object
woekend off. They just want religion
eliminated.
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