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%UTLAWE still, are winning the
game of “Cops and Robbers™ in
DOklahoma Chiy, as well as in most
‘Bither commumnites,
». Policemen have been given raises
4n pay, armed with modern weap-
ins, provided special training and
te model ears to ride in, They also
-pave been saddled with legal re-
Strictions that hamper investiga-
Jlons, protect criminals from “bru-
Sality” and give outlaws “rights.”
4. -Rules favor the robbers, and Cops
fre always playing a losing game.
«ahe OHC crime index has been ris-
Jng again, with latest figures back
p to the level of five years ago.
I Because citizeng are aware that
fégally constituted law enforcement
&gencies cannot patral their neigh-
%_qrhum:ls frequently enough, resi-
enis of numerous areas have
Frrmed “vigilante associations.”
I~ M course, they don't call them-
‘bolves vigilantes, but that iz what
Jhey are. They are volunteer organ-
Adeations created o enforee the law
Wwhen official procedures are {nade-
Ia_,'q:um-r. .
2 Objectives and methods they use
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HEeNT b0 be within bownds of legality
bt the rising crime rate does oot
demonstraie effectivencss,

The organizations wsually try
educale folks In each neighborhood
gn how to prevent crimes against
themselves. Neighbors keep watch
on one anoither's properties. They
may call police if strange individu-
als, vehicles or actions are ob-
served.

In a few cases, neighborhood pa-
trols have been tried but more fre.
guently participating citizens have
comiributed funds to hire off-duty
policemen or other experienced
guards to patrol their areas.

This has drawbacks. Either the vi-
gilantes tend to duplicate reguiar
police patrols or the regular police
may reduce coverage to concen-
trate on Glher areas,

An area may be coversed wifh in.
creased thoroughness for a time, de-
pending on extent of duplication,
Then anather problem often arises:
The vigilante committes runs short
on funds. Rarely does everybody in
a neighborhood comtribute to sup-
port such projecis.

g Game With_Robbers

In orded to stretch funds, man-
power and patral frequency are &pt
to be reduced. More reliance is
placed upon warning signs posted to
advise thieves and burglars to
please go away.

Crime statistics do not indicate
that outlawg are greatly frightensd
by any of the devices used. ;

Federal -joflges are referees in
this game of Copz and Robbers and
parole bosrds are sympathetic
scorekeeperse Court interpretations
of law and the constitution seem to
have the etfent in many cases of
penalizing ¢timie victims without se-
risusly interfering with the freedom
and subsequent criminal operations
of the offenders.

50 far, none of the neighborhaood
vigilante commitiees has hired a
prosecuting atterney and bullt its
own jail to incarcerate lawhreakers,
It probahly would be declared un-
constitutional but maybe somebody
ought 1o try it. Until some means is
found to keep outlaws corralled, our
crime rate is likely to continue up-
wiard.




