Ferdie J. Deering

" DEC 4 1980

Standards of Decency Disappearing

READER telephoned to ask

what standards of decency are
in effect te restrict broadeast of
movies and other types of television
Programs.

Broad interpretations of the con-
stitution by the Supreme Court of
the United States raise questions as
to whether any standards of decen-
ey are left in law, Publication and
broadeast of lewd, profane and las-
civious material is spreading al-
most uninhibited.

It iz true the court upheld some
vague references to Vredeeming so-
cial values" and “community stand-
ards of decency.” They mean little,
as may be seen in the example of
the district attorney at Lawton fu-
tilely trying to determine when
nude dancing in public oversteps
the bounds of community decency,

We had to tell our reader that
while prayer and the Ten Command-
ments have been barred from olass.
rooms, the Supreme Court in its wis-
dom has opened channels for practi-
cally any sort of lewdness to appear

in schools, in movies, on TV, on mag-.

azine racks and in homes.

The Wall Street Journal deseribed
the trend in advertising from sexual
suggestiveness to piciorial explicit-
NeESs.

“Mow the veil of innuendo is belng
lifted and sales pltches are down-
right steamy,” the article said.
“Jeans designers, by turning prime
time Into & sea of undulating poste-
riors, led the way, But other ad-
vertisers guickly fell into step, us-
ing =ex to push everything from
travelers’ checks to tea.”

When publishers, broadcasters
and pornographic promoters got
court approval to peddle their ob-
geene wares, they didn't sesm o
know when to stop. Instead of enjoy-
ing their freedom and allowing
those who do nat want 1o view such
materials the privilege of avoi-
dance, they have pushed pornogra-
phy to the point that there i no es-
cape from it.

After having their faces shoved
into-objectionable pictures, stories
and programs [eaturing nudity,
depravity, adultery, prostitution
and perversion, many people are

saying they have had encugh. They
are demanding something more de-
cemt.

Librarians already are crying
“Censorship!” That could come (f
the pendulum swings too [ar. Right
now, the demand is only for freedom
of cholce to avoid obscenlties and li-
centiousness,

While it might be virtually impaos-
sible for a citizen of any age to iso-
late himsell from the current flood
of pernography, many are irving 1o
do so by individual abstention from
books, magazines, TV programa and
products of advertisers whose ads
they find chjectionable.

Thers are organized boyootis, too,
initiated by proups who are de-
manding a general clean-up of the
media.

The Supreme Court and Congress
might be forced 1o acknowledge
that devernt citizens have rights, too,
if the public outcry against abuses
of feeedom of the press and reedom
of speech becomes loud enough t
be heard above the many nolses In
Washington,
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At the trial of Trooper Jim Pis—Vf

hel's accidentiwas pyecipitated by ', )

£ another motorist

For over one yea
'rs have been coﬁg\-egatmg in the
:rea of Westmi
JE 63. Witnesges teatified to the
sossibility of “fabout 180" such per-

it least two broﬁexya‘ws on the part

sons at a given time. These persons -
yroceeded 16 block off a public .
This ac- -
-ion const}futes illegal as§emb1y for.; .
:he purpgse of breaking laws. Mod- ~
*rn-day/ andling of such law-break-?

‘treet and Hold drag rac

free 8T

‘ngisw
Yes,‘x

fully inadequate. -
ob Macy, we need old-fash

'oned,«iaw enforcement. A few years :
when we, thought that “civil ..
" meanrt that the law-abiding -

ago,
righ
~itizen had a right to be protected
‘rom thugs, law-enforcement offi-
rers would have surrounded such a.

zroup intent on law-breaking. The -
‘ndividual members of such a group .

~ould have been arrested and found

zuilty. The drag race, and the pur-

suit which followed, would have
seen nonexistent. Mr. Macy, what
aappened to that kind of law en-
‘orcement? .o

And — in the good ol days —
w~hat happened when the elected
and appointed “law

dle situations? Citizens banded to- -

gether in wvigilante committees,
sighted in their guns and went out to
see that the lawbreakers were elimi-
nated. Is this the old-fashioned law
enforcement Mr. Macy wants? It is
the next step in :he backward pro-
gression. -

Justice in Oklahoma has been put
on trial and condemned. Right now

justice is on the guillotine and the .
blade has been released. 1 will not-

2xpect any law-enforcement person
to put his life and future on the line
to stop lawbreakers; what I do ex-
pect is that more and more citizens

will revolt against the inaction of

authority" to stop the lawbreaker

‘\oads. This old-fashioned remedy

‘cy,and rightlyso..

ihe People bpeak pe

) enforcers.

motorcycle rid-

tem‘ Wilshire and.

** could not han--

,ore he'must be run down on pub- -

:>'e condemned by the likes of

‘What is the alte nahve" Mr Ma-~
cy, instruct the jaw-enforcement
people in Oklahorpa that you will
prosecute lawbregkers ~— so that
you will not n ed ° prosecute law:

Encﬂfg(i\ }s%éaough

TO THE EDITOR:

No columnist regularly appearing
in The Daily Oklahoman can disturb
me with more frequency than Fer-

die J. Deering. The reason Idon'tre- .
spond more often to his columns is -
_because his comments are usually -
vague, unjournalistic, inaccurate,’-
illogical and downright confound- --
ing. They jnst ‘don't deserve.the dig--" .-
. nity of a response: In fact, I hate to_ s

* admit I'm a reader.”:

A

being pushed into clubs.featuring
" nude dancing and their minds una-

voidably poisoned by travelers' ..

checks ads.
There is no escape from these
forces of evil and indecency, he
- warns us. I'll bet he thinks the pro-
ducers of “Dallas” have developed
some kind of post-hypnotic effect
which draws tens of millions of un-
suspecting people to the tube each
" week only to be turned to pmars of
salt.
I suppose I should be afraid to
_sen:imy daughter to the supermar-
ket for fear that a six-pack and a
Playboy will jump off the shelves in-
to her cart. My son will probably
have to forego his love of football to
avold being drawn into depravity by
those sideline sirens they call cheer-
leaders. Most likely I'm beyond re-
" demption because 20 years ago 1
read “The Origin of Species” and
found it quite intriguing. .

If Mr. Deering will support any ef-

fort to “clean up the media™ he had.

. better cover his own flanks, because
there are those who find his articles
to be profane and objectionable, as
well. It seems such a waste of Mr.
Deering’s time and energy, howev-
er, to do battle with imagined ene-

schel, Bethany

" Butenough is enough After read-
ing the Dec. 4 diatribe (_“Standards'w
of Decency Disappearing™) my pos- -
‘terior was undulating. From where -
he sits, Mr. De€ring sees the facesof -’

" his flock belng “shoved into objec-

_ tionable pictures,” their bodies -

mies. The' only real danger to his

health and well-being is that he

might trip and {all ascending the

winding stairs of bis ivery tower

while wearing blinders. ’
- Robert C. Zupp, Chy

Ccrtw}:ght Boosted

TOTHE éDITOR' -
_ ' Referen&e is made to your editom—
al of Nov.y30, “Time to Clip His-
Wings"” and the cartoon, “Time for ag:
De—Horning A -
It is my w derstanding that the'
Oklahoma Conjtitution makes it the
duty of the attomey general 1o,
térpret the law, to state offidlals
“upon reguest. He (Jan Eri ,Carto
wright) has been dg:‘ng just that, >
The attorney géneral's pmions
have made no laws and he/has made
no attempt to enforde lnterpre-
- tations. 'If anyone dgey ‘not agree
with his opinion the caurts will rule
.as to the correct interpretation, >
So what has the at}oi"kgei -general
done or failed to dofthat Indicates
his wings should be cligped" Ac-
cording to your editorial' E =
{a)-He has erﬂed in =o
opinions. X}n
{b) He has stepped on some fin-
gers with some of'his opinionswhich
have been upheld by the courts} and
Oh! how those fingers ache.
(c) Some oi his aides have re-
signed.
(d) Some of his opinions are long
delayed. .
None of the above points to any
neglect of duty or malfeasance.
Oklahoma needs more state offi-
cials like the present attorney gen-
eral. And the state auditor is also to
be commended.
Sum G. Kelm, Chickasha

Voters Wary‘ '

TO THE EDITOR:

. In regard to the editorial in the
Nov. 22%{21}' Oklahoman concern-
ing the Canadian County bond issue:

I am one 9f the vojer-taxpayers
that helped défeat tliis bond. In no

ofhis

b

for a jail.

In the first p!f(ce.
courtrooms. I( they
$500,000 figurg for a jaild
ble they could have gotten Y passed.

However tha nennle have rome nn



Mrs. Herman J. Roleke &W /‘ST N ? fo

400 N. W. 35th Street ¢ QOklahoma City, Oklahoma 7311’5

Regn Thr. K ) 'f
7@0&%&#&%%0/;0’%4#%%"5““%

Yo ehborcinty Mifiseh  Aooe Tk, bt I Aaire

N

e f‘;”‘%*v S acd ety
o J andf’ ?o%uan% ol Relch

;{L%meﬁw%ﬁtz@m o



-ance Given Failing Mark

supportive. What Oklahoma accom-
plishes usually is despite The Daily
Oklahoman, not because of it.

Welden K. Davls, City 7

President, Oklahoma
Education Association

‘Ignore the Feministy
TO

HE EDITOR:

feminists \
unite and d

1, for one, ¥
the other hand,
God, moral won
life, and love t

hié again.

‘r other women of
g, women who love

Arherica, qui
ity to rule you.
- People, you do have a chmce in
the matter.
Mrs. David W. Hines, City

Morals Roa @% g\ma

TO THE EDITOR:

Ferdie J. Deering sure hit the nail
on the head when he wrote “Stand-
ards of Decency Disappearing.” As
a senior citizen I ask myself “What
is happening to us?” “As the World
Turns” used to be a decent TV pro-
gram to watch but it too is turning
to the world of immorals. For some
reason the program must show bed-
room scenes of unmarried people.

The way women dress and expose
themselves on TV is outrageous.
Forty years ago a woman dressed as
such was considered a prostitute.

So many men are no longer clean-
shaven, not that there is anything
immoral about a beard, but it just
doesn’t look good.

Then there is the disrespect that
people have for each other. Parking
spaces marked for disabled are
overused by the able. Some people

- park crosswise in parking spaces,
and on left sides of streets, and as

...... £ g, g

pedestrians, walk anywhere across
a main street even though there are
crosswalks and lights for that pur-
pose.

America today is at its lowest ebb
in honesty and morals and it will go
lower and lower until we citizens
will destroy ourselves from within.
Yes, Mr. Deering sure said it right,
“Standards of Decency Disappear-
ing.”

It is too bad that some of this gen-
eration can’t realize that, for they
will be the losers. As things are to-
day, the dishonest, the immoral, the
killer, the speeder, etc., have more
rights than the citizens of honesty
and high moral standards.

This all comes about because of
separation of God and State. State
laws must be based upon the Ten
Commandments of God. It is a his-
torical fact that when a nation does
not abide by the laws of God, it will
in time destroy itself.

Today we hear about the Moral
Majority, but the way it ‘appears
maybe it is a Moral Minority. All 1
can say is that people of high moral
standards have a great big task
ahead if this nation is not to be de-
stroyed from within.

What makes it so hard today for
folks of high morals is that some of
our high court judges rule in favor
of the anti-God and immoral on the
grounds of civil rights but the civil
rights of the majority are thrown
out of the window.

doseph C. Coughlan,
Kingfisher

have made
a closet

believed Mickey might e%en be a
closet liberal. Of course Mickey de-
nied this charge a week or two\after
that, also in Frlday

Recently, Mlckey has made nnhhn
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