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City Needs More Expressways Now

HLAHOMA CITY is expected to

I keep on growing for the re-
mainder of this century. Therefare,
mare thoroughfares are essentlal.,

We need them now. Growth rate
hag been more rapid than road
bullding rate and traffic density is
increasing in all areas of the city.
You don't need a traffic count to
know this. Just go somewhere.

A special transportation lssue of
“Oklahoma,” publication of the OKC
Chamber of Commerce, shows
whete the arca slands in expross-
way development. A need for more
planning immediately becomes ob-
vious.

One reason is that citles which
fall to provide access for business
and customer vehicles stapnate,
leaving lomg rows of dilapidated
buildings and slums. Business goes
where the roads are,

Angther reason is the extremely
long time that tlapses between
adoption of a plan for a thorough-
fare and its completion.

“The Central Expressway could
be complete by 1980 and the West
Berpass by 1987 the reports says.
“There are many detalls and poien-
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tial roadblocks which lie ahead,
Howewver, 1980 was a year of great
progress on these two major trans-
portation projects.”

By then, narrow streets already
overloaded will become more so,
Thoroughfares planned only for ex-
isting needs often are ohsolete by
the time they are completed. What
will our needs be in ] 9897

Right-of-way has not yet been ac-
quired. Considerable property has
been iaken over by . speculaters,
while delays have pesulted from so-
cial concerns for homeowners who
aren't there,

“The cost of highway construction
i5 going ouwt of =ight,” says the
Chamber report. "It is estlmated
that more than $200 million will be
spent in Oklahoma City during the
19805 on three projects . . . The
high cost of road construction is ane
reason why projects take so long to
complete. There iz only so much
money which can be appropriated
for road projects in Oklaboma each
year.”

it is noted that a special interim
legislative committee has hbeen
sludying alternate funding methods

for highwavs and streets. Several
possibilities are being considered,
but if changes are made they would
not instantly project the revenue al-
ready needed.

"Hanging over the committes is
the fact of a deelining federal high-
way trust fund and its implications
for the state's transportation sys-
tem,” the report states. This may be
seen as a mixed blessing if less fed-
eral fundlng restores more authori-
ty to state government.

Meanwhile, roads and sireets car-
rying excessive traffic are wearing
out faster. This is costly and results
in frequent inconveniences o mo-
torists dodging around street patch-
ing crews,

Through traffic impeded by sig-
nels at clogped intersections con-
sumes more fuel than on express-
ways, increasing cost and pollution.

Oklahomans are geared to auto-
motive tramsportation. MNo other
means of mass fransporiation is in
sight that will get ve to our work or
wherever else we might need or
want 1o go. Unless road plasning
and building is aceelerated, we
mizht Aol ever oot there by cars!



