Ferdle J. Deering

Should Bad Grammar Be Banned?

AN J'LHGN'EH‘DI.TS teader sends &
mole calling attention to a lapse
im grammar in this column and sug-
gesting that “bad grammar be
banmed.”

Amother who professed to he o
teacher of high school journalism
dislikes the style of paragraphing
used, apparently unaware of imper-
fections in the writer's letter.

“Wee plead nolo contendere. We
speak and often write “Oklaho-
maese™ not purist English. Kent
Ruth calls expresslons peculiar to
this state “Okiahomaisms,” but
“Oklahomaese,” seems to be some-
what more Inclusive of our colloqui-
al devialions from precize gram-
A~

-The objective of language is Lo
communicate, and this may be ac-
complished if words used convey the
meaning of the speaker or wriler to
the listener or reader with reason-
able accuracy.

There ik, therefore, good regson
for idoalists to urge perfection in wus-
age of our national language, but
thise people must feel 1Er::|.113.r frus-
trated nowadays,

Cir coumtry has drifred into o po-

Iyplot of bilingual schools, black En-
glish, profanity and wulgarisms,
bureavcratese, trade talk, techno-
togical jargen, legalese, peer group
slanp and other variations from our
afficial language, which is called
English.

Such differences are not new. Pre-
vicusly, this nation had a mixture of
Old World tongues, Indian tribal
languages and regional dialects re-
sulting from blending or words and
symbals of settlers.

A pecently reported study by the
Matiomal Center for Educational
Statistics in Washington showed
that anaverage of only 95 minutes
per day is spent teaching reading in
the kindergarten through the fourih
grade, This decreases in higher
grades.

Apparently, mest youngsters
spend considerably more time than
that waiching TV, where pure En-
glish may oot be the official lan-
guage used onocartdcns, weslerns,
comedies or divty movies,

A Mew Jersey professor, Hichard
Mitchell, publishes a newsletter,
“The Undergound Grammarian,” in
which be artacks misuse of ihe En-

glish language. He probably has no
prouble finding targets.

Mitchell savs careless non-read-
ing, non-comprehending graduates
take jobs with power companies,
manufacturers and other firms
where failure to understand come-
plex directions oF 16 communicate
properly may lead to costly mis-
takes or tragic accidents.

During the New Deal era a politl-
cian called bureaucratic verblage
"gobbledegook™ but the apt label
did Lirtle toward eliminating it. The
government doled ouwt 324 million
in granis last yvear io improve writ-
ing skilis but few Hureaucrats at-
iended classes.

Husiness is irying to simplity and
clarily communications. Many
firms send their executives 1o spe
cial schools or bring in experts to
help them write more understand-
able instructions. reports and Jei-
ters.

I ig important that we Americans -
speadk the same langusge and under-’
stand its meaning. We concur with
our erities that “bad prammar
should be banned™ in favor of great-
P cdmprehension,




