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More Goodies Assure More Con trols

CURRENT popular movies play
. wpon fantasies about future civ-
lizations from other planets 'ﬁ'
ring for control of space, — A
Current politics play upon fanta-
- sies that our government is still “of
. theé people, by the people and for the
le.” Actually, we are governed
: by beings from another world — the
unreal world of bureaucracy that is
" headguartered in Washington, D.C.
We elect congressmen to repre-
~Bent our ideas and needs. They car-
ry these up to Washington, cnact
laws and appropriate money. To the
extent that Congress finances some-
thing, bureancrats control it.
That includes commodity prices
and thereby farm income and food
costs. It also includes highways,
schools, energy, safety, water sup-
plies and sewage systems, jobs, mu-
nicipal governments, arts, sciences,
s research and, to a very considerable
degree, information.
Whatever bocomes satorated with
the Washington atmosphere and is
-processed in thg pglitical machine
" tends to take om the®hape and aro-
ma of those who operate the devices
and dish out the funds.

These results not only may have
little resemblance to what appears
to be public opinion but, in many
cases, actions taken are contrary to
clear indications of what the public
wanis,

For example, survey after survey
has shown that a heavy majority of
citizens wants the federal givern-
ment to stop spending more money
than it takes in. Yet, just as often as
budget time rolls around we are told
that a balanced budget is impossi-
ble to achieve and Congress raises
the national debt limit again.

Public opinion polls repeatedly
have shown that citizens would like
limits on terms of office for elected
officials, more openness in govern-
ment (sunshine laws) and termina-
tion dates for government agencies
(sunzet laws), The public wants
right-to-work laws.,

We don't get them because offi-
cials who might be affected and buy-
reavcrats on public payrolls don't
want them. They are willing to give
voters what they want — providing
they also wani it.

was no great public de-

mand for a federal Department of
Education but the unionized teach-
ers wanted one, s0 we have it. The
obvious result will be increased de-
mand for school rules to be written
in Washington and enforced by allo-
cations of federal funds.

There was no great demand for a
federal Department of Energy, but
the administration wanted one, so
we have it. A recent report by that
agency says that government paoli-
cies have surprisingly little effecr,
for either better or worse, on the na-
tion's energy prospects for the next
10 years, et

The same might be the case with
the Environmental FProtection Agon-
c¥, Occupational Safety and Hialth
Administration, and dozens of other -
bureaus of high employment, large
budgets and limited usefulness.

Total effect of this trend i 1o con-
centrate more and: more power in
the hands of fewer people. That is
how citizens lose control of their
government. When a candidate
promises you more> goodies’ from
Washington, he also is guaranteeipg
maore control from Washington.



