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County Agen

MERICANS eat better and live
i better because our nation's
-agricultural industry has been able
.to produce more than we can con-
sume.

Some of the key professional peo-
‘ple who brought thizs about are in
‘convention in Oklahoma City this
‘week. They are members of the Na-
‘tional Association of County Agri-
ccultural Agents.

Inventions such as the steel plow

and the reaper greatly advanced
'-ﬂﬂdumlva capacity of farms, but
‘the move that really got agriculture
-on the way up was the Land Grant
-College legislation that helped each
state establish an agricultural and
mechanical college.

The Morrill Act of 1862 provided
“endowrents of land and money for

the agricultural and mechanical
colleges, and the Hatch Act of 1887
‘added state agricultural experi-
ment stations. &

While still a territory, Oklahoma
established a land grant college at
Stillwater in 1893, John Fields, di-
rector of the experiment station, im-
madiately began publishing a farm
paper on his own to carry modern
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farming information to homestead-
Ers,

This helped, but more was needed.

JIn 1914, Congress passed the Smith-

Lever Act to create an “agricultural
extension service™ or county agent
system to deliver ressarch resulis
directly to farmers.

Through this cooperative federal,
gtate and county setup, a branch of
Oklahoma State University operates
in each county. This may sound sim-
pler than it was, Many farmers ea-
gerly wolcomed county agents, bat
skeptics wanted nothing to do with
“hook farmers."

The earliest agents made their
rounds by horse and buggy and
Model-T Fords over muddy or dusty
roads. They organized small groups
of farm boys into “corn clubs” or
“pig  clubs™ that sometimes con-
vimced the boys' fathers that maybe
there was something to book farm-
ing after all. From these clubs the 4-
H elub program was developed.

Women were organized inte
“home demoensiration cluobs,” where
the ladies learned (o grow better
gardens and can the wvegetables,
call pouliry, sew, npholster furni-
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ture and aoguire other homemaking
skills,

County agents did whatever was
necessary, persuading larmers to
iry mew crop wvarieties and show
neighbors the resulls, staging dem-
onstrations of doctoring livestock
and helping to terrace fields. At
fairs, county agents often put up
stock pens and exhibits personally,
helped with the judging, and stayed
until the debris was cleaned up.

MNow, with farmers living in town
and urban workers living in rural
areas, county ageénts have a consid-
erably broader set of problems to
handle. Their public aceeptance is
better, their staffs are larger, and
they have immediate access (o the
latest information,

Agricultural research and its ap-
plication are major reasons why
American farm productivity contin-
ues to increase. ;

They may be.called “County Ex-
tension Directors” now, but to many
people these Cooperative Extension
Service workers wi:ll.}lwa}'s be re-
garded &5 “County Agents," who
“sell” better farming to any who
will "huy?™



