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‘Fédefal Reg

WHILE bureaucrats in Washing-
ton Helay construction of Cen-
tral Expressway by insisting on im-
practical and possibly illegal social
programs, the cost of bullding the
“freeway™ is going wp more than
F100,000 a day,

This should bring home to us the
costly aspects of over-regulation,
Estimates that federal rules require
outlays exceeding £100 billlon a
¥ear may be too big for us to assimi-
late. Non-governmental studies cal-
culate costs even higher, at about
$1,000 per person annoally. We pay
whether we understand the fgures
or not.

The Interstate Commerce Com-
mission was the [irst regulatory
agency. It was created in 1887 to set
railroad rates and issue licenses.
Now we have around 100 bureaus
and agencies, employing more than
100,000 people to write and imple-
ment about 7,000 rules each year,
filling 75,000 pages in The Federal
Regisior.

The trouble began when Congress
delegated legislative powers to al-

low these agencies 10 draft regula-
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ulations Not Paying Off

tions that have the full effect of law.
Those who write them are not sab-
Ject to election or recall.

Those who argue whether the [Un-
ited States Is a democracy or a re-
public are missing the point, Nowa-
days government is by bureaucracy.

Oklahoma's coal industry is com-
bating a federal takeover by an
agency that rejects the adequacy of
state regulations. The meat packing
industry is threatened with shut-

down becauvse of federal sewer re- .

quirements. New manufacturing
plants have been stalled by air pol-
lution rules,

Cotton gins have heen directed tno
install equipment costing $150,000

each to control cotton dust even”

though there never has been a case
of byssinosis traced to this cause.

Graln elevators have been direct-
od to install costly dust collectors
that operators say increase the dan-
ger of grain dust explosions.

The list is long and the lack of
support for such regulations does
not bother the regulators. They do
not have to stand for re-election and

the public has no opportunity to

_wte on their rules.

“Federal regulation is often
called inflationary, {rritating, cost-
ly and even fareical,” says an arti-
cle in Natlon's Business. "But that's
not the worst that can be said of i,
The worst is that it isn't working,"
The writer sald that desplte billions
of dollars spent on regnlations there
is “surprisingly little evidence that
the world is any betier off than it
would have been without federal
tinkering."

The public must pay the cost of
regulations whether they are benefi-
clal or not. Increased costs are re-
layed 1o the public by overburdened
manufacturers and service compa-
nies, and these may be referred to
as inflation costs.

One of the few encouraging devel-
opments an the horizon is the effort
being made by Sen. David Boren, D-
Okla., and others to give Congress
VELD power aver future regulations.

However, positive action will be
nedded by Congress to elminate
maogl of the regulatory agencies and

. cut oul unnecessary rules,



