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Homes, Not Houses, Need Attention

THE HIGH COST of building hous-
es and financing them is a criti-
cal matter of widespread concern.

Even more vital to the future of
our mation is the establishment of
-homes in which responsible, re-
spectable citizens may be reared,

Statistics indicate that American -

homes have heen 'dEler}.uraling
more rapidly than houses have been
falling into dilapidation.

The housing problem may he

solved with money and materials, -

but it takes a lot more 1o solve the
home proeblem. One writer sald:
“Anybody can build a8 house; we
need the Lord for creation of a
home.™
Numersus marrisges are consum-
mated with no intention of creaiing
A permanent home. The divoree rate
mounis, while millions of individu-
als “shack up” together without
bothering to marry. The govern.
ment subsidizes such arrangements
by allowing tax advantages and of-
. tem paying for birth and support of
Cillegitimate offapring.
Two of every six children report-
edly are born out of wedlock now, in

o

spite ol widespread legal and illegal
abortion.

. Oklahoma Cltyans are engaged in
a hassle over use of taxpayers maon.
ey Lo instllule teen-age pregnancy
service through a federal grant to
the Assoclation of Central Oklaho-
ma Governments { ACTHT ],

A group of area physicians hag
advoecated changes In state laws to
aliow freer access of teen-agers to
hirth control devices and to encour-
age schools to Institute more sex ad.

ucation courses,
These trends are being resisted

by parent and church organizations,
but to date they seem lo be losing
Fround. Humanist attitudes of fed-
eral agencies tend to encourage pro-
miscuity and they have abundant
funds avallable to subsidize thelr
Programs.

Sex education textbooks and cup-
ricula for Oklahoma =o far are hard
1o find, but a new draft curriculum
in sex educalion being reviewed by
the Callfornia Deparimeni of Edu-
cation may serve ag an example.

It beging with a mixed-group rest-
room visit in kindergarten, followed
by teaching human sexual inter-
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course to children 3 to 5 vears old.
At age 12 students are to visit drug
siores to check on availability of
coptraceptive methods and prod-
ucts, and visit a family planning
clinle. “Values clarification™ is
plannad for high achool.

A vear or so ago, TEEN TIMES, a
magazine distributed to  Future
Homentakers of America, reprinted
an article from a national women's
magazine in which a teen-age girl
rationalized her firdt premarital
sexual experience. Morality was naot
mentioned ag a consideration.

Az a lollow-up to the White Hoose
Conforence on Families, workshops
are scheduled to be held next fall in
Cklahoma City, Tulsa, Duncan and
Woodward. Literature saye the pro-
gram “will reafflirm the essential
rale of families while rt the same.
time it will direct artention to new
life options.” Humanists are doing
much of the planning. . )

While we are worrying about how

lediequiré- and pay for houses, we *

should be even more” concerned

.about our decaying homes. And we

should not look to Washingion fo .




