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Mount St. Helens Too Much for EPA

THE spectacular eruption of
Mount 5t. Heléns hasn't done
anyvhody much good, but it has dem-
onstrated that man-made regula-
tions to control air pollution are
mighty puny. .

The Environmental Protection
Agency is keeping guiei. Even this
powerful, well-heeled bureaucracy
realizes it can't erder consiruction
of a pollution control device hig
enough to contain the ash.

Prognosticators have been busy
warning us of possible results from
the outpouring of tale-like ash said
o be 64 percent silica, This is con-
siderably higher than silica expo-
sure limits set by the Occupational
Safety and Health Agency for indus-
trial plants.

Unquestionably, everyone in the
careas where large amounts of the
ash fall are experiencing discom-
‘fort, inconvenience, property dam-
age and exira work, Ash accumula-
iions seem o be more difficult to
gel rid of than dust blown into Okla-
homa by the Black Blizzard of 1935,

Water supplies are clogged, fish
have been killed, electric power and
transportation disrupted. Possibly
guite a bit of production time has

heen consumed in voleanic conver-
sation by emplovees in atfectod
areas,

Extensive crop damage is feared,
but it remains to be substaniiated.
A Texas scientist said “In the long
runm, a good sprinkling of ash replen-
ishes the soll and renews iys fortill-
ty."

The “jet stream,” a mysterious
current that flows contineously
ardund the earth, oftep is blamed
for vagaries of our weather. Yeu
rarely hear anybody report good
deeds done by the “jet stream,” and
oné wonders what might happen if a
lot of silica-laden ash straved into
its path.

Even worse, what if Mount 5t
Helens should start belehing fluoro.
carbons or other chemicals into the
atmosphere? Two or three years ago
activists got {luorecarbons banned
hecause they feared the propellants
from bathroom sprays were damag-
ing the ozone. They said this could
allow lethal sun rays to endanger
life on earth.

Mow people are wondering if
Mount St. Helens ash will affect our
weather. Certain climatologists

atem to believe that it could stimu-
late increased rainfall hy seeding
clouds. This might happen,

Last November, this writer
wiatched from a 20th floor window in
@ Nashville hotel as an early morn-
ing rainstorm -broke up. As the
clouds passed over the plume of an
industrial smokestack, the mois-
ture-laden clouds began raining
again. Beyond it, the rain stopped
again.

This went on for some 30 minutes,
constituting an impressive demon-
stration of pucleating materials en-
hancing rainfall. Many Oklahomans
have witnessed similar results from
seeding by aircraft.

Oklahoma has' received a good
deal of rain lately. Whether any of it
resulted from wvolcanie fallout is
now known., May is oor state's rainl-
e5l month, usually. I we don't get
plenty of rain in May. we are apt to
have a dry year.

Mount 5t. Helens probably will
gertle down one of these days to be-
come a lucrative tourist attraction.
Residents will outlive the dire re-
sults predicted. Then we can con-
centrate on politics again!




