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Just Think What Brainpower Can Do

A BIT of encouraging news is that
competition is Inereasing
among colleges and universities to
recruit students with exceptional
brainpower.

These instituions always have

gought smart people, but promi-
nence given to recruitment of brawn
for athletic enterprises has given
the impression that only those with
muscles could become heroes and
command high pay.
o Graduates with high mental acui-
ty might not receive as much pay at
firat as a spoedy athlete, but they
may get it longer and get more,

Experts have said people seldom
develop and use fully the potentials
of sither mentallty or muscles, A se-
rious student may have read a li-
brary full of books and be capable of
solving complex problems without
being able to perform simple home
maintenance chores,

An athleie may be able to lift bar
bells twice his weight above his
head and be unable 10 hold down a
job loading trucks.

Just as colleges and vniversities

are looking for outstanding students
to enroll as freshmen, businesses
are combing the senlor classes to
find star performers for their pro-
duction teams,

1f as much attention and publicity
were given to rewards and opporiu-
nities offered for brainpower as for

- brawn, there might be more motiva-

tion for students to develop thelir la-
tent talents.

While we fail to utilize fully the
mental capacities that we as a soci-
ely possess, we know there is much
more 1o be discovered,

Extrasensory perceplion (ESP),
clairvoyance, precognition and
telepathy are psychic phenomena
known to exist, but they remaln a
mystery. Last year a psychic in
Ohio foretold an airline disaster
that killed 274 people and recently
an Oklahoma woman predicted the
eruption of Mouni Bt. Helens wol-
cano in Washington state.

These people can't explain how
they do it, bui there is reason to sus-
pect that the human brain could be-

come as effective as a computer for

filing, correlating and retrieving in-
formation.

It requires little effort to fill our
minds with useless data, which may

b converted Into moaningless con-

versalion. Instead of thinking, we
may devote our time to repeating
seores from the sports page or lines
from our favorite TV shows.

Mon-thinkers may contribute io
production by their work, but their
jobe usually are the result of some-
one's thinking,

A peychology professor at Colora-
do College recently described -the
human brain: "It has geveral billion
circuits. It can operate four hours
on the energy from a single peanut.
It iz completely mobile. It occuples
less than a cubic foot of space. And
it's produced by unskilled lahor.”

Alot of people who are proud they
are not too lazy Lo work may be (oo
lazy to think. That could be a major
canse of our nation's difficulties. If
Americans would start thinking
more, perhaps they would put an
end to waste and excessive bureawe-
racy in Washington, DnC.




