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,'.'DawdlfngK e‘éps Down toim in Hole

.WIIILE city officials dilly-dally
: about reconstructing downtown -
:Oklahoma City, other interests have’
launched a program to build yet ap-
sother major business. distrier at

May Avenue and NW Highway,

* If this project moves along as

sother private developments have,

Centennial Plaza will be doing busi-

“ness while dewntown is still mostly

iﬁlm in the ground, surrounded hy
affic jams.

i On all sides of the city, new office
feomplexes and shopping centers are
#being built as wholesale, retail and
dmanufacturing firms flee the con-

*}_usud mess Urban Renewal has .

“made of the inner city. -
# Fora long time, downtown has not
been the center of atrraction for vis-
Izturn. The area around 1-40 apd Me-
sidian has become the state's larg-
i concentration of motel rooms,
lus many eating places.
Y At one time, families and friends
f:m.-n went downtown for dinner and
‘entertainment, bul this custom has
vanished.J A few good restaurants

remain downtown, struggling along
mainly on lunch trade. )

Two new office buildings without
parking) are ender construction
afd work on Myriad Gardens has
heen creeping along for a year or so,
still a long way from completion.

Meanwhile, the City Council has
approved plans for a “Sirlng of.
Pearls” park system along the
Morth Canadian river. This might he
a good idea, but does the council re-
ally need more projects right now?

Unquestionably, one principal
reagon for the hemming-and-hawing
about downtown has been the in-
volvement of the federsl govern-
ment, :

This, of course, became necessary
when the city sought subsidies frem
Washingten instead of relving upon
local bomd issues and private capl.
tal. If the latier had been available,
there i& strong lkelihood that the
new downtown visnalized 20 vears
ago by civic leaders would be more
than an unrealized dream today,

A number of firms have become
serlously interested in particlpating

in the pruﬁoaed retail Galleria,
Them, alter dealing with Urban Re-

" 'newal and city officials for a few

weeks or months, one after another
has folded its plans.

Tt might be argoed that a lot has
been done. That is true, Where pri-
vate capital has been ahle to untan-
gle the red tape and build, several
handsome structures have resolbed,

But their beauty is marred by the
unsightliness of mnearby cavities.
Their utility is hampered by the

- poorly planned traffic flow, and pa-
tronage may be limited by inade-

quate convenient parking.

The way things are moving, it
might appear that development is
being held back deliberately so that
completion may coincide with the
Chamber of Commerce's projected
gala celebration of the Centennial of
the Run, nine years from now, .

But that could not possibly be the
case. Unless something is done to
accelerate construction, and get the
necessary thoroughfares to down-
town built, the gity won't be ready
even by 19591



