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Censorship:Has Diffe

05T people object io censor-
ip as a matter of principle,
but ruling out discrimination and

judgment may limit our freedom of

choice. )

By claiming that individual liber-
ty authorizes “consenting adults” to
seg, read, hear and view anything
and to participate in any sort of act,
even in public, some persons tread
on rights of others,

They force their cholces upon citi-
zens by making their own selections
usavoidable and inescapable, no
matier how objectionable they
might be (o some — even to the ma-
jority. Such lack of consideration
may intrude upon the morals, fami-
ly life and religion of many,

At the same téme, many forms of
censorship are applied by govern-
ment and by society without partic-
ular resistance. It might be argued
that there are situations when
group discrimination and judgment
a5 to appropriateness may be justi-
fiahle :

Hegardless of accusations of cen-

gorship, bias, prejudice or what-
ever, newspapers and other media

must exercise judgment in deter-
mining what stories will he pub-
lished or broadcast.

Commercial radio broadeasting
sponsors (alse konown as ad-
vertisers) always have exercised
considerable control over program-
ming. Thiz has not been generally
true in regard 0 newspapers.

Sponsor censorship naturally de-
veloped when television came along,
although it might not have boen car-
ried over far enough to suil every-
one.

The current motion picture cen-
sorship is an advisory rating system
to tell patrons how dirty they may
expect a movie to be,

The Federal Trade Commission
and other agencies have assumed
the role of censor by enforcing laws
which specify “truth in lending,"
“truth in advertising,” and honest
welghts and measures.

The Legislature has under consid-
eration censorship laws that would
allow public officials to refuse dis-
closure of information concerning
an individual’s edueation, financos,
medical records, employment, crim-
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inal history, and traffic offenses,

.8, Supreme Court rulings that
permit local courts to hold secret
hearings in criminal cases is anoth-
er form of censorship. The high
court recently declared that the
Central Iatelligence Agency {(CLA)
can require advance clearapce
{censorship) of anything emplayees
may write for outside nse.

Btudent editors of several college
newspapers recently cried “Consor-
ship!™” because administrators uged
their veto power to halt use of a sex
magazine's promotion of nude mod-
eling on their campuses,

The exercise of responsibility in
determining what may be appropri-
ate, decent and acceptable iz not
necessarily censorship,

Diserimination may be neaded 1o
avoid offenses against publie
morals, individual religion and
other rights. Tt becomes censorship
when it is applied for reasons of po-
litical power, greed, fraud or for the
resiriction of individual liberty
without public benefit,

Troubles arise over differing opin-
ions of right and truth.




