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‘Russia Pays Bills for Grain From U.S.

A LL THE TALK about the embar-
¥ go of American grain ship-
‘mhents to the Soviet Union caused Ed
- Leslie, Oklahoma City businessman,
“to wonder whether the Russlans
have paid for the grain we have

. Bhipped them,
CoHe dido't just wonder. He ob-
.tll{ned data through agricultural re-
pitting services on shipments and
‘payments. Apparently, the Soviets
., have been paying off to keep Ameri-
can grain flowing into the granaries
f'i’. the world's largest wheat-pro-

ducing nation,

Information Leslle obtained from
‘Washington Indicates that the Sovi-
el Union has repaid crediis which
.the United States extended in 1972-
1973 and has been using “conventi-

“opal credit™ since.,

ce-Zomventional credit {8 a complex
aystem of charges, credits and pay-
_ments through such institutions as
~the International Monetary Fund
and World Bank, Because of our

-~héavy petroleum imports, the Unit-
ed States consistently runs deficits,
while other countries run behind be-

cauge of their need for large food
imports or manufactured products.

During the past seven voars, it is
reported, Russia has paid the Unit-
ad States §2.9 billlon for wheat, plus
larger amounts for corn and other
grains. Flgures show Russia paid
the United States $538 million for
wheat in 1978-197%,

What has irked American farmers
most about the embargo is that it
was not applied wniformly 1o indus-
trial and agricultural exports. The
embargo did include “high technolo-
gy, which might be a questionahle
export to a potential i
i p al enemy in the

Meanwhile, exports of raw mate-
rlale and manufactured products to
Russia continue,

Questions have been raised as to
whether the grain embargo will af-
fect Russian citizens as much as it
does Amerigan farmers.

Becauze Russia has been import-
ing grain partially to build up live-
stock production, Bob Bergland,
secretary of agriculture, has sald
the citizens “should begin to feel the

meat bind this summer."

Others call the embargo a fallure
a5 an egonomic weapomn, because
Russia iz outbidding other countries
to maintain grain imports.

In the end, the primcipal effect
may be a shulfling of grain sources
and custemers, with little impact
Due to promised aid, effects on do-
mestic grain prices haye been less
than expected.

Whatever happens in regard o
the loss of the Russian market for
American grain, there appears to be -
no likelihood that demand for food
will diminish. Experts predict that
world population will inerease by at

-least 75 milllon per year during the

next decade, and many countries
are trying to upgrade diets of their
people.

Swrong demand has existed all
along. Bul many hungry nations are
unable to buy as much food as they
want becauwse they don't have
encugh money, Russia has been able
to do so, as Ed Leslie learned, he-
cause sellers tend to deliver to
buyers who have the cash,



