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‘Government Efficient? Just Look

L.ITICIANS see¢m to have little
difticulty in making people be-
lieve they are entitled to “free bene-
fitg ind that they will get more af
them:"if certain candidates are
elrcied. .

Vatbrs seem to enjoy the {llusion
that projects undertaken by the gov-
erntent will be done better or at
less cost, even il not needed. They
tend.to ignore evidenee to the con-

. trary, such as these examples:

A recent repori showed that in
1978, the Department of Health, Ed-
ucation and Welfare (HEW) had a
payroll of 145,000 persens. The total
was 1,126,000 when thosi suppocted
by HEW granits and contracls were
counted. Now HEW has been split in-
to w0 departments and a new game
ig starting.

The Department of Energy em-
ploys: an eetimated 22,000 people
wha - produce paperwork, which
won't burn in existing Cars and
irucks.

The (Qccupational Safety & Health
Adiinistration (OSHA) was created
to hake jobs saler, Slnce 1972, the
number of injuries, illnesses and fa-

talities has declined, bot the num-
ber of workdays lost has increased
by one-third. Cancer incidence has
not declined.

In ordet to qualify for federal sub-
sidies, the Leglslature enacted an
automobile inspection law with a
tee of §2. About all inspeclors did
was to count the wheels, toot the
horn and flash the lights, bt they
complained they couldn't make a
profit doing that.

Instead of repealing the law, the
Leglslature raised the fee o §5, giv-
ing inspectors %4. Apparently, in-
gpections will confinue to be a farce,
motorists will pay, and federal sub-
gidies will trickle in.

Oklahoma City has a “City Hu-
reay of Crants Management” be-
cause it derives one-sixth of its
funds from federal subsidies. The
head of this agency sald: “Any time
a clty takes in {ederal money, the
federal government Bains conirol
pver how it is used.” Sad but troe.

Colorado State University has fig-
ured out that the gtandard ham-
hurger is subject to 41,000 federal
and state regulations, adding 8 to 11

cents per pound to the cost of ham-
burger.

A recent study of Oklahoma City's
Sipckyards City area showed 16 per-
cent unemployment and 35 percent
of its residents with incomes below
the federally-defined “‘poverty
level.”

vet. the Environmental Protec-
tion Agency (EFA} is threatening to
force closing of packing plants, the
area's major industry, unless they
ingtall costly equipment pACKErs
say they can't afford.

The government embargoed ship-
ment of grain, which is abundant, to
Russia, but allows continued ship-
ments of [ertilizer, in short supply.

The government subsidized con-
struction of many Oklahoma lakes,
partly to provide public recreation.
Mow it is fencing out the public.

This might be a ray of hope. The
115 Senate is consldering a bill to
create one more burean, called the
“Regulatory Policy Board.” Its du-
ties would include making recom-
mendations for increasing the effi-

ciency of federal rulemaking! -



