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“Full’ Signs Up on Downtown Parkmg

ON'T go downtown in Oklahoma
City uniess you have a reserved
place 1o park or are prepared fo
swalk several hlocks to your destina-
L1000
. Downtown parking facilities are
Lpretty well filled up with cars of
_people who work downtown. By mid-
morning on many days, the signs
are out: “Monthly Parking Onaly™ or
S Full™
. Granted, people who work down-
“town need convenient places to
" leave their cars, but so do custom-
ers and clients.
= * Customers might find it more con-
-yenient to do downtown business by
- mail than to drive around awkward
" ome-way streets looking for a place
1o park. Even 15-cent stamps are
“cheaper than gasoline,
Downtown is an easy place to
avoid anyway, due to long overdue
Teonstruction of freeways and wid-
‘emed thoroughfares. A hundred
shopping centers are eagier to reach
and parking is free.
“ Many people have been heard Lo
say they would not struggle throsgh
present traffic jams to go downtown
F am .

to shop or be entertained, il and
when 1the oft-delayed Galleria and
Myriad Gardens are completed.

Existing expressways are so inad-
aguate that two or three cars in-
volved in an accident can make hun-
dreds of people late for work, There
are too few alternate routes to han-
dle the traffic.

When the occasional visitor does
reach the downtown district, he is
apt to find his search for a parking
place impaded by traffic patterns

Jthat require blocks of needless driv-

ing.

I he is lucky enough to find a
space ln one of the large facilities
and is ready to leave during a rush
peried, he may burn a lot of gasoline
just getting through uwadermanned
checkout booths,

Following a recent luncheon at-
tended by several hundred persons,
many of the guests spent more than
an hour reaching the street after
they gol intd their cars.

Only one of the two toll booths
was operating, except for parking
card holders. Une cusiomer paid 32
for parking, with ane-fourth of the

time consumed while waiting,

Weill, ride the bus downlown. You
must be kidding. Recently, riders on
one route staged a demonstration
because of the crowded buses. Yet

"officials say they can't operate ade-

quate bus lines without subsidies.

Car pools, used by many people
who work downtown, may be practi-
cal only for those who live and wark
in adjacent areas and who keep
about the same hours.

A newspaper writer recently pre-
dicted that “the transportation sys-
tem (of Oklahoma City), called the
key to any citv's [uture, will under-
go drastic changes." Obviously,
drastic changes are neaded.

The tempoe of expressway oon-
struction needs to be stepped up and
adequate convenient parking facili-
ties built before the opening of addi-
tional major downtown business and
entertainment artractions.

Political procrastination and lo-
cal pussyfooting with federal apen-
cles make it look like those things
aren't going to happen. Yet, streets
and parking installations eannot
handle downtown business now.




