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ARIME rose 22 per cent in Okla-
homa City during the past year.,
Excepi for murder, officials attribu-
ked the increase to the “the econo-
my.”
+ With more people at work In the
¢ity and state than ever before, with
. Wage rates the highest ever, and
employers begging for people to
dome in and do productive work,

this is hard to correlate as the ma-

r cauge of more people turning to
eriminal pursuits.

+ Two other trends in society seem
fo be far more likely fundamental
causes of the steadily growing law-

s element.

» These are the widely recognized
Jecline in public ethics and private
morality, and the small proportion
of criminals who are captured,
fried, convicted, and kept out of cir-
£ptation for a long period.

By no means have all Amerlcans
dbandoned religious precepis and
fnoral standards. Most still adhere
fo principles of right and wrong
they learned at home, in church or
at school. However, moral instrue-

| tian is being challenged or subvert-
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ed wherever it is taught.
Libertarians, atheists, entertain-
ment figures and others have instill-
ed the notion in millions that they
have a right to do as they please.
Moral or legal limitations are re-
garded as infringements of rights.
Use of alcoholic beverages and
drugs is being exploited as s

CUright.” Addicts often torn to erime

to supporl these cosily hahits.
The same is true of pornography,
gambling, prostitution and other so-
called *wvictimless erimes”. Pro-
moters want to destroy all meral
and legal hars to plying their
trades. Their concern is profits.
Infiltration of public offices by
crooks, self-serving interests and
subversives discourages honest citi-
zens from seeking such positions. If
elected, negative forces often make
it impossible for them to do effec-
live work. Weak laws and poor en-
forcement are commaon problems.
Police, of course, are not to hlame
for this decline in morality, but they
stould recognize it as a major cause
af increased crime.
Police and other law enforcemnt

officers are not to blame, either, for
court rulings that handicap their in-
vestigative work and limit uses of
evidence to prove criminal charges.

Nevertheless, they undoubredly
are aware that the low rate of con-
wictions, frequency of suspended
sentences, and easy paroles allow
many guilty thieves and robhers to
be back on the streets in a matter of
days or weeks after they have ar-
rested them.

Lawmakers and courts are re-
sponsible for this situation, espe-
cially federal judges who hold that
criminals must be provided with
posh motel accommodations while
they are kept as prisoners.

As long as there is more conceérn
about “rights” of felons than about
the “rights"” of their victims, crime
will fourish,

As the criminal element grows,
ability of police to combat it dimin-
ishes. They are outnumbered, out-
gunned and the law is on the side of
the outlaw, Crime pays, and we have
rrached a stage when no person and
no property is safe. Only public de.
mand can stop the trend!




