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Failures Reflect Family Life’s Decline

- TN DISCUSSING problems and
A shortcomings of public educsa.
-.tion recently, Dr. Dale Mullins, dean
of the school of education at Contral
‘Biate University, made an obsorva-
-fion that touches on many of our
froubles. ]
# ~It's easy teaching children who
come fram homes where education
and learning are valued,” Dr, Mul-
Lins said. “Trying to teach young-
HAfers without these incentives |z a
monumental task."
=Homes aren’t solely 1o blame for
fatlures in education, but obviously
poor home life is a major cause.
American home lfe is on the downs-
pgrade because of declining maoral
~Values, disregard of marriage
bands, lack of personal cultaral in-
dterests, and a widespread notion
hat freedom includes authorization
‘o disregard rights of others.
. The transient nature of many
‘homes is not conducive to transmis-
sion of permanent values and stand-
.ards from parents to children.
" The family meal, where private
) :l'ngttErH, public interests and cultur-
&l activities were discussed, s be-

coming a thing of the past.

Statizrics show that more divorce
petitions were filed in Oklahoma
County last year than marriage li-
cense applications. Mere numbers
do not describe the insecurity and
bewilderment that children of di-
vorced parenis may experismnce as
they try to adjust to new Eamily situ-
ations, different households, and
possibly new schools.

For some these experiences may
accur severdl times while growing
up, and brutality may be substitut-
ed for loving discipline.

Sexual permissiveness of parents
or observable Immorality of othaer
adults, along with habiteal use of al-
cohol or drugs, frequently lead chil-
dren to experiment.

Mo data is available on how many
girls become pregnant hy bovs they
hardly know and for whom rhere
may be no real affection. When chil-
dren begin to have children, neither
abortion, abandonment nor fmar-
riage iz a salisfactory solution.
Young parents still need education.

Movie siars, politicians, athletes
and other so-called heroes are iell-

ing our children day after day that -
it is an acceptable way of life for
unmarried couples to live together,
This practice further deteriorates
family life.

Disintegration of urban neighbor-
hoods has been accelerated hy bus-
ing pupils across town 'to obtain ra-
cial balance in schools, This has re-
duced parents’ interest in schools
and undoubtedly increased chil-
dren’s feelings of ‘instability. -

Education and learnimg seldom.
are highly valued in' pnstahla
homes. Thus, the decline in family
lite may ‘be suspecied as a, major
cause of both learning and disci-
pline problems in public schoals,

A family argument might be pref-
erable {0 an evening in which mem- "
bers see each other only briefly as
they grab for snacks before rushing
out to separate activities or to stare
mutely st televisgion.

Al least, the family might develop
4 feeling of need for umity and bet-
ter relationships while arguing.
Members might even discover, what
is wrong with family life — and with
Americal



