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1979’s Wisdom Tells Us Something

ATOW that the tidal wave of pre-

M dictions for the 1980s is subsid-
igg, it may be worthwhile to review

isdom of the past vear. It might
tell us more abopt where we are
headed than all the forecasts put to-
gether.

It is obvious that we have ade-
quate food, ndt enough oil, too much
government, angd rungway inflation,

International politics could
change our food situation, as the
{ouble-talking State Department
trdes to impose sanctions on Russia
and Iran by withholding grain but
rligi other products, as seems logi-
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=If the [ederal government owned
and managed the Sahara desert,
there would be a shortage of sand
within a year,” said Glenn Hackney,
state senator in Alaska. He was
talking about oil, but it could also
apply to food, railroads, timber or
Other resourees,

anti-capitalists have blocked use
of nuclear energy and environmen-
talists object to coal smoke, bun
President Carter offered a bright
nite: Mo ong can ever embargo the

sun or interrupt its delivery to us!”

A practical energy suggestion
came from Rep. Wes Watkins, D-OE,
who proposed: “Helax environmen-
tal restrictions on coal and let coal
be used in the region where pro-
duced.”

Sen. Henry Bellmon, R-DK, oh-
served: “1 think we bave to face the
fact that there are some things gov-
erpment simply cannot afford to do
in times like thase ™

Nevertheless, new and old bu-
reaus continue to grind out costly
rules and regulations by the book-

- ful, covering almost everything.

There were exceptions. Whef
asked why officials did not ban col-
lard greens because they put ni-
triteg into the human body, Carol
Tucker Foreman, assistant secre-
tary of agriculture, explained:

“They're not a food additive. God
may have put them there, but He's
not coverad by the Delaney clause.”
Mearly everything else is.

The Health, Education and Wel-
fare Department banned state-
ments, memoranda and documents
that suggest there is a difference

between the sexes. Words denoting
sex, such as he, she, manpower,
mother, father, sir, manning, .
womankind, housewife and police-
man now are taboo in HEW.

An irrevereni book guoted the
chief justice as saving: “We are the
Supreme Court, and we can do any-
thing we want.”

Texan John Connally, candidate
for president, claimed: “I'm the only
certified not guilty candidate run-
ning in either party.”

Washington humorist Bob Orben
said too many public figures are
being brought down by ridicule and
asked: "Where are our heroes com-
ing (rom — the sort of people that
we're going to follow into batile?"

MNews services reported the chap-
lain of the Kansas State Senate
prayed: .

*“Omniscient Father: Help us to
know who is telling the truth . . | If
neither side iz telling ihe truth, we
would like to know that, loo. And if
earch side is telling helf the wuth,
give us the wisdom 1o put the right
halves togeiher. In Josus' pame,
Armen!™



