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Vanishing Farmland

SBOYD, a farmer and presi-
dent of Cleveland County Farm
Bureau, has a street address in Nor-
man. Does he commute to his farm?

“Wo, I'm still living on the same
farm in the same house,” Boyd re-
plied. “When I moved there my fiarm
was two miles out in the country,
Mow the city goes a mile and a half
bevond my place.”

This is an example of how farm
land is being devoured by urbanizq-
tion, but it might not be typical
Many farmers are persuadaed o sel!
. their farms for high prices offered

. by developers.

i The phenomenon may be shserved
on-the fringes of virtually every
© growing city and town, and around
some that are not growing.

Tt is a matter of concern to the Ok-
lahoma County Conservation Dis-
trict and other such districts. Dkla-
hofna county hoard members are
Howard Holmes, chairman: Roy P,
Siewarl, Theron Booher, Alan Wil-
liams and Bill Lot

They estimate that 5.8 per cont of
I0L.065 acres of prime fFemland in
Cklahomy Connty iz hﬁmgﬂ anveri-
; ed to urban UESH armuul!_v This in-

i
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cigdes 44120 acres of cropland,
24,925 acres of pasture, 29 895 acrey
of rangeland, and 3,125 acres of
woodland.

At the estimated rate of disap-
pearance, half of these acres will be
consumed by urbanlzalion within
the next 10 years.

A respurces Inventory made by
conservation dsiricts shows Okla-
homa has 15,647.000 acres of prime
fatmland. Thiz is about 33 per cent
of 1atal rural land, ranking our siate
sixth (behind Texas, Kansas, TL-
nois, Minnesota and Iowa) in aume-
ber of acres of prime farmland.

Frime farmland has been defined
as that which produces relatively

. more fond wito less erosion and with

lower demands for fertilizer, energy
and other resources.

Land disappears (rom agricultur-
il uses when it iz sold 10 sprout
houses and factlories instead of
Crops, when it is taken over to build
airporis or widen hiphways, and for
several other peessns, 7o iorua s

At least 42 states have enacted
laws 1o deter wrbanization of farm-

land. Massachusetts law provides

Poses Questions

for state purchase of develepmient

[or agriculiural purposes.

Critics have noted- that plading
limitations uwpon available ldnd
cold push  developmental prices
higher, and that placing paym
in hands of political officials dre-
ates a bazard of favoritism.

While desirability of conserving
andl preserving farmland is hardiy a
debatable subject, major guestipng
are raised by proposals on how 1o
deal with it, Findamental to sdch
discussion is the traditional righf of
Americans 1o own land and deger-
mine s nEe,

Appacent need for protection) of
land on which to grow food offerk a
convenient vehicle which is bejng
ridden by these who wish to cential-
ire land use control in a federal bu-
meau.

Sl undetermined is how 1o s{op
crosion and wrbankzatien Josdes
without lesing the right of privaie
laad ownership and contral,




