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Food Can Win Wars And Also Peace

D is the smf! that wars are

made of and food may be used

1o maintain peace or advance ideals
ol freedom and justice.

- Daring World War I1, a motto used

10 encourage farmers to strain evel
ry muscle 1o fedd our armies and-

our allies was: "Food wil] win r_lm.'
war and write the peace.”

A saying attributed 1o Napﬂlanu
Bonaparte is “an army iravels on
its stomach.” This probably was
recognized by military leaders long
before his time. Kings and poten-
tates were aware also that wellfed
people rarely rebelled, even if op-
pressed otherwise,

American politicians also know
how to use food 1o help perpetuate
themselves in public office.- They
seldom &xhiblt scruples about ma-
njpulnlmg food production, supplies
or prices to gain votas. )

This may be done by using target
prices Lo encourage farmers Lo pro-
duce sugpluses, which then may be
used to depress prices to win sup-
port of consumers,

Food has been used often by the

i

State department for leverage in
diplomatic negotiations. An exam-
vle is the “most favored nation™ sta-
s granted to cortain countries, as-
suring them of best prices, easy
credit, and first chance at available
eammodities. )

Mow that other countries’ bave
overtaken the United States indus-
irtaily and militarily, fooed is our
strongest weapon.

American grows more food than
mur people can eat, an accomplish-
raent that only a half dozen or 50 na-
tions out of some 140 have been ahle
o acoieve. We must export food or
pile up surpluses. - .

Phe rest of the world needs food in
vasl quantities. Almost daily ple-
fures are published of sndernour-
izhed and starving men, women and
chitdien of Asia, Africa or else-
whern,

inahillty to grow food is mot the
oniy cause of their distress, Corrupt
politicians Im many countries use
fomt as a tool of oppression.

Syvmpathetic Americans are
ready, willing and anxious 1o help

- Lel's use it!

feed starving pmple. whether they
are helpless remnants of former
lies or refugees from enemies
freedom, .

When dictators or other heads
foreign governments accept fodd
from us, claim credit for it and then
denounce the United States as a ri
enemy, we are victimized, and |:|-
are many hungry pl.".Dpi'E-

When violence and insull are the
only thanks we get for trying
help, it may be tme to-use food

change things. It {8 just legitima .

Lo use food as a weapon for pea

and justice as it is'to use-bombs anf® -

Euns = or oil.

Talk of “barrel of oil for a bushel’
of wheat” sounds good, but it is ndt
well founded. Ol is limited to a fe
iocalities amd is not
Wheat may be grown in ma
places, year after year.

Economic warfare is real, eunti
uous and may be just g deutrEﬂ-ﬂ
to liberty as military actionse
mies are wsing oil ax a wea
crush ws. Food is our best wa

renewahblg,
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