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TI—IE good news is we are using
c less 1obaceo, and a lot of peanle
are emjoying it more,

The bad news is the big drop in
smaoking may disappoint tax collec.
lors and government spenders,

The U.5. Department of 'Agricul-
ture reports that consumption of ;11
tobacco products this Year may be
the lowest in 46 vears.

Cigaretie smoking is going down
for the sixth straight Year and con-
sumption of chewing tobacen and
snull is in its seventh straight yeapr-
Iy increase, However, chewing won't
offzet the decline in smoking be-
cAuse places withowi ash irays
aren’t likely 1o provide places 1o
Bl

Tobaces is grown by some 400,000
farms, mostly in the Carolina-Vir-
Zinia area. The crop requires nearly
Pl times as many man-hours por
AT as wheat but gields a muech
higher per aere return.

Dwtenders of the tobacco indusiry
sS4y government money is provided
o growers only as price SUpROrt

‘Non-Smoking

loans, to be repaid with interest af.
ter erops are sold. One spokesman
notes the government has lost only
§52 million over the entire history
of the program.

During the same 44 vears pur-
“hasers of tobacco have paid the
U.5. Treasury more than 368 pillion
n tobacco taxes and state EOVErn-
ments collected an additional $46
billion in tobacco taxes.

A= smokers have switched to low-
tar brands of cigareties, manufac-
turers have shifted investments into
food and other lines of merchandise,
Spokesmen say they aren’t going to
stand for their industry to be de-
slroyed, but they are diversifying,
just in rase,

The 1979 Oklahoma legislature
raised the tax on cigareties to near-
ly a penny aplece, expecting to col-
lect over $20 million a vear. If
enough Oklahomans become non-
smokers, it could force a tax cutt

Each cigaretie package carries a
warning that smoking may be inju-
rious to the smoker's health.
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Harm¥l to Treasury

Health experts Eay muking! is A
far more significant factor | the
risk of heart disease than what we
eat, |

Stores and offices have p-q'sl.ed
signs asking people not to s oke,
Municipalities prohibit r.mnltii in
certain places. Non-smokers b 1dly
ask smokers to refrain from | ght-
ing up in their presence.

The Oklahoma Lung Associaltion
is campaigning for strict prohibi-
tion of cigaretie smoking on school
grounds, from kindergarten thy zh
high school, even including tedqch-
ers! -

Alrplane stewardesses and 8

laurant hostesses sieor custo ery

into tobacco-segregated seartin BO |

tactiully that few complain of fis-
erimination. :
However, one disgruntled traveler
griped that when he enters deaih's
door, he expects Eomeons to ask
him: "Smoking ap non-smoging?"
The seating could affect ane's e j0y-
ment, :



