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American Inve

F‘IOR at least five years, scientists
and industrial leaders have
been warning that America is losing
momentum in research and develop-
ment.”

Political participation in scientif-
ic innovation has been increasing,
and ipdustrialistzs elaim govern-
ment regulations and high taxes are
major factors in stifling inventive
ness, .

The: number of patents issued is
declining and & growing proportion
of US. patents are being gbiained
by forkign inventors.

“Ours Is a rich and resourceful
country, but its spirit of adventure
and ipvention may be drying up,”
sald Sen. Adlai E. Stevenson, D-Il1,
“Natiens fail when that happens.”

Similar jdeas have been ex-
- pressed by others, and a number of
companies are wtilizing institution.
al advertising to disseminate their
concefn about the decline in resulis
. of American ingenuity,
© Adwvocates of larger government
roles in research point to spinotis
" from the space program as evidence
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reaucracy for needed or desirable
technological advancement,

It was not until Russia’s Sputnik
spurred the United States to com-
petitive action that this program
began. In the process of proving this
nation’s capabilities in orbit, sec-
ondary benefits were developed, es-
pecially in computers, electronies,
weather and insalation.

Critics point out that most new
ideas and products now being put on
the market, including those related
to the space program, are applica-
tiong of science that's 10 or 15 years
old,

Critics also blame government
regulations for slowing down pri-
vate investments in research and
development, Numerous application
forms are required, long delays of-
ten occur, and the possibility exists
that after a product has been ap-
proved by ane agency, it might be
banned by another bureau, High
costs might never be recoverad,

A plpeline of federal and privata
foundation funds have generated

ntivéness Smothered

‘that it is feasible to rely upon buy-

numerous questionable projects agd.
outright boondoggling. I

"While sitting on foundation o
mittees, I have seen people askink
for grants as high as $50.000 fér
deing work that T would regard al
most as footnotes to what has al
ready been done,” said Dr, Loren
Eiseley, noted authority on the hik
tory of science.

Many business executives thi
that instead of government dat
bling in research directly, it shoul|
create incentives that would enablé
private enterprise to expand rathe)
than shrink research,

These incentives might inclu
flexible depreciation for facilities
and equipment, as well as for pa
enls developed or purchased, an
greater tax-deductible incentive
for research expenditures,

“Government officials keep as
ing us, “Where are the golden eggs?
while the other part of their appara
tus is beating hell out of the goosd
that lays them,” said Sam W. Tins
ley, director of corporate technolo
gy for Union Carbide Corp. i




