Ferdie J. Deering

More May Be Less for Rich Nation

A BUSINESSMAN who had suf-
fered numerous seibacks while
converting a struggling appliance
manulacturing firm into a profita-
ble operation recently summed U
his philosophy this way:

“You don’t learn anything from
SUCcesg!”

‘That statement might apply also
to politics and people. Qur hard-won
freadoms under a constitutional
government have heen so suceessful
we seem fo forget how materiallsm
destroyed other free nations,

Speakers and writers have de-
scribed Communism and Socialism
as political philosophies based on
materialism. They seldom declare
that ours is a nation with high {de-
als and great spiritoal qualities, but
that seems to be the implication.

It would be great if“that were the
case. Unfortunately,Sthe United
States, like other nations, seems to
be drifting away from patriotism,
religion, culture, manners, honesty,
integrity and other clements of civi-
Iizat:-ﬂn as rapidly as wage rates go
up.
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Poverty is deplorable and prog-
perity desirable, but neither condi-
tlon justifies abandonment of finer
qualities of life. They are nesded tg
endure the one and make
worthwhile uses of the siher,

"There is something about pros-
perity which brings out the worst in
us,” says commentator Paul Har-
vey,

Feople of this nation bad a great
illusion of prosperity id the “Roar-
ing Twenties.” [t ended 50 Years ago
this month with an economie crash,
unemployment and bitter poverty
terminated only when World War 11
redindled our patriotism and flagg-
ing spirits.

A new book by Jeremy Seabrook
carries the lengthy title: “What
Went Wrong? Why Hasn't Having
More Made People Happier?™ It
deals with the materialisiic ridal
wave that converted England from
a great empire into a mediocre
have-not nation.

Questions asked by Seabrook were
answered long ago by Jesus Christ,

who said: “Bewsre and be on your

.for not even when one has an

guard agalnst every form of g

dance does his life consist of hi
sesgions.” (Luke 12:15)
Wealth itself was net critic
but the love of wealth abowve
desirable  spifitual and cul
qualities was condemned. .
Without wealth, this' couftry
would not have accomplished) the
high standard of living we egjoy.’
Wealthy people have made pos
great religious, medical, education-
al and aesthetic facilities.
Ambition to achieve snccess |is a
desirable quality. Without it pegple
are uniikely to achieve anything
worthwhile, or contribute tolthe
wellbeing of the society which kugp-
ports them,
As citizens despair of politiciins
failure to slow down inflation pnd
reduce excessive government,
may waonder if another depression is
the only thing that will rest a
proper perspective of values,

Just having more j warantees
ther happiness nor s.’.*urir.yr [
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Near Ferdie:

For sometime I have wanted to commend you on your excellent
editorials which I read religiously in the Daily Oklahoman.
The one of October 11 entitled "More May Be Less for Rich
Nation" triggered my pen.

The sin of ingratitude seems to grip our nation to the extent
that not only do we fail to count our blessings, but we even

treat our abundance as a curse rather than the challenge and

opportunity it should be. Yes, I must reluctantly agree with
Paul Harvey that "prosperity brings out the worst in us."

It is difficult to appreciate adequately anything whose ab-
sence we have never experienced. I well remember when
drivers of cotton wagons arrived at the gin wearing flat
straw hats and silk shirts with a fine pin stripe in them.
That was only a short time before "black Tuesday,' October
29, 1929, 50 years ago when Wall Street collapsed. Life is
richer for me because I remember those experiences and their
great lessons. I can relish peace because I was in a world
war and I can appreciate this time of abundance because I
once endured dust bowl poverty but, like you, I am much con-
cerned about the irresponsible overswing of our national
pendelum toward social democracy. Somehow I cannot think
such a continuing trend will leave intact the democracy and
industriousness that built our great nation.

Keep up your editorials, Ferdie, they cause us to pause and

to think.
Sincerely yours,
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