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Architects Creating Hodge-Podg

HE UNIVERSITY of Okiahoma

deserves commendation for re-

jecting the bhizarre design for the
~OU Library expansion.

. If some others in the past had
done likewise, the campuos would not
be the architectual hodge-podge it
has becone.

A5 a form of art, architecture is
not a private matter. Whatever
shape it might take, a building is
apt to stand before the public for a
long time. It ought to be useful and
beautifal.

 Modern architects have c-i-ittclaeﬂ

“gingerbread” trimmings used im-

past eras of constroction. Some-
times gingerbread was over-used
but when well-done, the result was a
jov 1o behold. Exterior ornamenta-
tion in good taste might well be add-
ed to bare buildings now.

Modern architecture offers much
to be criticized, especially rectang-
wlar towers constructed of reflec-
tive materials that make them
_ resemble giant filing cabinets for
. people.
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The barren plainness of the uni-
dentified Myriad convention center
adds neatness but litrle beauty to
downtown Oklahoma City.

Sheraton Century Center Hotel
looks nice from the front, although
the “silo” motor drives seem a hit
remate from the “feed mill” theater.

The National Cowboy Hall of
Fame stands on a hilltop tract so
people can see it. Yet manyof its
interesting exhibits are in a base-
ment, accessible only by a steep,
narrow stairway.

Certainly, there are some beauotl-
ful buildings here, too, such as Kerr-

MeoGee Tower, Fidelity Bank and the

Skirvin Plaza hotel, which is being
restored by new Oklahoma owners
to its former grandeur. «

Churches often assume the ap.

pearance of architectural pateh-

work, as succeeding ministers leave
imprints of their personal prefer-
ences. These range from traditional
to extremely modern and one may
wonder if they reflect spiritoal atti-
tudes of the congregations.

Texas Stadium has a big hole in

weird shadows to annoy spectators '
and give TV cameramen fits.

1.5 News & World Reports
many architects are lurning ags
sleek skyscrapers of coneretd
glass, referred to as “bland, gie
buildings deveid of warmth
compassion.”

an abundance of dilapidated build-
ings and, fortunately, this fad 4
cawght on.

Architects should be creative
innovative, but too often it Spems
they _are Intent wpon prod . ing
somethying “different,” rather
A BTFEe that is efficient
ﬂﬂmlmﬂ:lm handsome, |

WEARPfiot want or need a felde
or #ny piher kind of burean to
late archifecture, but is it too
to 8 those responsible [y

signs more attention to biiauty
and IS povelty?



