Ferdie J. Deering

Hats Off!

EN'S hats are coming back fnto

} tyle! This is an encouraging

sign that the era of fashionable slop-
Py attire may be nearing an end,

The Headwear Institute of Ameri-
ca reports that retail sales of hats,
espectaily western and casual hats
and “logo caps” will set a record
high this year, more than doubling
sales of five years ago.

.*'There was a time when hat mod-

*-els changed regularly with the sea-

- _adns. Mobody would be seen in a fla:-
brimmed sailor or gleaming white
panama hat until the local newspa-
‘per announced the mayor had affi-

-~ cially proclaimed “straw hat day.”
Then everybody wore them.

Now many men's stores do not
stock hats 2t all and specialty hat
stores have disappeared,

Two major reasons probably ac-
count for the decline in the wearing
of hats, One was many men couldn’t
remember where they had left their
héits. The other was that those who
rememberesd kad ‘¢ fark ner pock.
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Automoebile manufaciurers also
gave hats a kick when they installed
alr conditioning and designed com-
pact, low-cellinged models that left
too litile voom for a high-crowned
hat.

Head coverings of various kinds
undoubtedly first came into use be-
canse of thelr value as protection
from heat, cold, wind and rain. Thay
quickly acquired meaning as status
aymbaols, also.

Long befare the white man began
trading Indians out of thelr beaver
furs to make hats, the native Ameri-
cans had adopted codes of headwear
to denote rank. Only chiefs were al-
lowed to wear headpieces with eagle
or turkey feathers all around and
trailing down the back.

Metal helmets adorned knights of
merry old England, prebably with
considerable discomfort, both as a
demonstration of strengith and as
possible protection in battle.

Headgear often has been used to
slgnify professions and interests,
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ENKErS [ea0ras, oilmen s nap brims,

wore. straw hats and cartleme
cowboys wore 10-zallon sombr
or Stelsons,

Certain professions uatilize
headgear as badges of authority,
sheriff with a big hat or a policedjan
with a badged cap just natur 1y

collegians “pork pies.” Farr}[m

headed cops,

Hats are not always regarde
symhols of character, however,
young writer for The Farmer-5t
man magazines 40 years ago,
learned that farmers and ranc
of that day did not trust stran
who didn't wear hats. Now ma
them leave their hats at home
go around bareheaded like ot
MeT.

Then there's the case of the j
tor wha wouldn't deposit his ch
in the bank where he worked. W
asked why not, the janitor told
bank president it was becaoge, *
always have your hat on, just |
You was fixin® to go somewhere,”

Btill, a man looks better dresde
wedling a hat!




