OT LONG AGD, a news item

from Chicago told of burglars
ransacking a home while the hus-
band was upstairs asleep and the
wile was downstairs, lying on a sofa,
too frightened to move., She just
hoped someone would come along
and rum the burglars out of the
house.

This might be an appropriate
analogy for what is happening to the
freedoms of citizens of the United
States of America.

Half of us are “asleep upsiairs”
and don't realize what is taking
place. Others may be aware of the
circumstances and are just hoping
that somebody else will do some-
thing before it is too late.

Erogion of individual and busi-
ness independence ranges from na-
tionalization of railroads and ener-
g¥ to nit-picking regulations about
the air we breathe and neighbar
hood matters.

A month ago, the federal govern-
ment allocated $97,000 to Oklahoma
Lo hire “thermometer inspectors™ to
¢ enforce ambiguous rulos concerning

temperatures of non-residential
birildings. .

Mothing has been reported of
their activities, if any, but the inva-
sive idea was summed wup by the
conservalion director for New York
State, who said: “In large measure,
this is a voluntary program, even
though it's mandatory!”

This is a reverse switch in seman-
ties from federal actions being used
1o impose the metric system upon
the public, the majority of whom
don’t want it. It is being made man-
datory hy bureaucratic regulations,
even though the law says it is volun-
Llary.

In about a month we will tinker
wilh our time again. Under this no-
tion, by resetting our clocks twice a
year, we are supposed to believe we
gain usable daylight. Most people
probably would be better pleased to
reset their clocks 30 minutes and
leave them there,

Other “infringements by lederal
government on rights of local cifi-
Zens assame larger proportions, A
current example 1§ a directive from

Washington that says if fedleral
funds are 10 be used in building Cen-
lral - Expressway, Oklahoma |[City
must preserve a'slum area thafl has
become a center of poverty, d
dation and erime.

Federalization of our scho
just around the cormer. When
sidered in conjunction with ugi
ization of teachers and othe
ployees, it means that parent:
local schonol boards will have
to say about future policies
what children are taught.

Business Week magazine
that deregulation and limitati
government intervention
economy are being discussed
lessly but that observers fore
kind of hybrid corporate statis
part government, part privat

tions.

Meanwhile, the “Great Ame
Bureaucratic Propaganda
chine™ iz trying 1o convince us|that
everything is headed in the righh di.
rection — toward Washington.



