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U.S. Becoming

JQEFORE television, one of the
: lirst things children learned to
- Tead was the sign: “Railroad cross-
ing, Look out for the cars!” They al-
80 learned the rhyming riddle: “Can
you spell that without any R's?"

! .But thousands of them forgot the
warning and lost their lives because
they didn't watch out for the trains.

It 2eems to be human nature to
doubt warnings. Many find it hard
to resist testlng the truth of “Wet
Faint" notices.

A few years ago, “credibility gap”
became a popular catch-phrase, but
doubting did not begin then nor did
it end when the term was displaced
by other expressions, acronyms and
HCAre Words, g
By law, warnings are printéd in
each advertisement and on each
package of cigarettes, but being
aware of health risks doesn't keep
people from smoking por stop the
Ebvernment from taxing them for it.

Suggestions have been made that
similar warnings be required on al-
coholic beverages, bul Lhis wouidn't
discourage drinkers.

Warnings of the hazards of addic.
tion. loss of jobs and healih, loss of
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capabilities, integrity and money
hawven't stopped foolish YOung peo-
ple from experimenting with mari-
juana and other drugs.

There can be such a thing as over-
kill with warnings. If we observed
all warnings about hazards con.
tained in foods we eat, we might
starve. Dangers do exist, but many
scare stories are based upon flimsy,
supgrficial research for political or
publicity reasons.

When people observe that the pop-
ulation is increasing and living
longer, with many regular eaters
thriving to the paint of abesity, food
and diel warnings may be relegated
to the subconsciows,

Unfulfilled promises canse the
public to be cynical of any political
statements, including warnings of
inflation and recession,

Contradictory deeclarations by
various auwthorities have confused
the energy situation so that many
peaple doubt a shortage actually ex-
ists, They know for sure, however,
that neither higher prices nor the
Department of Energy will make
more gasoline availahle,

It might be better to warn of se-

Nation of Skeptigs

other canses:

vere weather and not have it {han to
risk being caught in it. Even 4o, pan-
feky meteorologists have crled
“Btorm!” S0 many times
seems to be a tendeney to ig
TV predictions. This could
it a tornado hits,

In a recent article, "The bting
American,” U.S. News & Woflld Re.
port attributed erosion of erfdibili-
t¥ 1o such things as muckfpking,
scientifie advancements, de
religious beliefs, failure of
ucation to produce an enlig
society and our Inability t
greed and violence, There m

A cartoon portrayed a pol
terviewing a man with a gla
hand, who responded: “T am

That may be what we are cfiming
o, We are being asked to hel

reaction is to be skeptical ab
most everything,



