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Independence a Year-Round Stat

EDINARILY, we think . of the
signing of the Declaration of In-
dependence as something that hap-
pened all in one day. It wasn't that
way,
It was 15 months after the Revolu.
. tionary War began before Congress
i declared independence-on July 4,
v 1776, It was July 19 when Congress
- ordered the declaration engrossed
on parchment and signed by every
member. It took several months to
complete the signing.
. Thus, the Declaration of Inde-
' pendence was not an instant act, al-
though it certainly is appropriate
that we observe the anniversary
-and its meaning by setting aside a
day for the purpose. -
Independence is an ongoing state
of being. Liberty was not created in-
stantaneously, and we might not
lose it in one big battle, )
;i+Many believe theé greatest danger
40 the United States today is not at-
,“tdck from abroad, but erosion of
| 4#haracter, subversion of principles

pd decay of patriotism taking
i'fiﬁm within our mation.

Jameés Madison said, “I believe
therg arée more instances of the
abridgment of freedom of the people
by gradual and silent encroach-
menis of thase ip power than by vio-

‘lent and sudder vsurpation.”

In an address delivered at the
University of Colorads this spring,
writer Anthony Harrigan declared,
“In many,L ways we Are OUF Own
worsl enemies.”

He added, “Our nation’s strength
is threatened becawse we have an
anti-indusirial craze or de-industri-
Al ideology in this country, an anti-
nuclear, anti-technological popu-
lism. We have a “small is beautiful’
movement that would have America
return to the cottage industries of
the Middle Ages, to the windmill
and the waterwheel.™”

Well-publicized devices are in
motion to lead our natiom into so-
cialism. They include making peo-
ple feel they are helpless to solve
their problems without government
aid, elimination of local gowvern.
ment, keeping people loaded down
with high taxes and large public

debt, distrust of private business

and industry, creation of man} gov-
ernmental bureaus to direct o8t |
every phase of citizens’ lives,

because it does not discrimi -
tween those who support iff and
those who would destroy it.

Our freedom may be underﬁ:ineﬂ

In a published interview, Alpxan-
der Ginzburg, exiled Russian |{issi-
dent, said, "It seems to me tHat no
matter how your policy fluct
¥ou tolerate and somelimes
nurture an enemy: the Sovie
tem. And now, if 1 understa

rectly, you are doing the same ing
for China.”

Mearly half a century aftef the
Declaration of Independence||was
signed, Thomas Jefferson wr to
John Adams that “the fla kin-
died on the Fourth of July, 1776,
have spread over too muoch the
globe to be extinguished by the fee-
ble engines of despotism. the
contrary, they will consume those

engines and all who work the



