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Government Gets Into Grain Sale

I " IS a I'Ij.L‘E-SI]LInl!iTI‘E' theory that
A - the United Stateg ought to join
othér major grain exporting nations
W corner the world fodd market as
oil exporting countries have done
with oil,
“"Force them to trade fuel for

food,” say its proponents.

*. The trouble is that petroleum is a
“limited resource which may b
ibund oniy where it exists. Grain is
4 renewable resource, grown around
the world, and production could he
expanded substantially,

- Big Four grain exXporting coun-
tries influence but do not control
supplies, markels or prices as oil

éxporting countries do. Realities of'

supply and demand may be expect-
ed 1o settle the “organization of
wheat exporting countries,” if one
ever is {ormed,
- However, the idea of “food for
- erude’ is being used as leverage in
effortl 1o put the governmen! more
firmly in command of buying and
selling of farm commodities.

A bill introduced in Congress by
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Rep. James Weaver, D-Ore., would
create a “pational grain board™
within the Commodity Credit Corp.,
federal hoelding agency for surplus
Crops.

If enacted, the bill would desig-
nate CCC as the official seller or

- marketing agency for all export

sales of all export sales of wheat,
rice, corn, grain sorghum, bariey,
nats, rve and soyheans.

In most countries, particulariy to-
talilarian, Communist and *“have
not™ nations, governments contral
imports and exports and manage
distribution of prices of fopd.

Advocates of the Weaver bill seem
to feel that the United States showld
do a5 the world does. Thoy view the
proposed set-up as a potential lever
1o equalized food exports and oil im-
ports.

If such bartering by private hosj.
nesses proves feasible, it might not
be objectionable, but what is 1o be
feared is increased concentration of
power over food in federal bureaus.

In a comprehensive analysis of

the Weaver bill, the American Fiirm
Bureau Federation concluded that
private exporters, including farmjer-
owned cooperatives, wonld be|ire-
quired to purchase such commbdi-
ties from the CCC and have fr
sales approved by the CCC,

No sales could be made by |[the
CCC or any other exporter for lbss
than the established price, presiim-
ably set by the grain board or ¢ar.
tel. :

The Weaver bill has been |fe-
scribed as a blueprint for state trad-
ing in commodities,

“Food for crude” is being |ex-
plored. The Oklahoma Farm Bu-
reaw, for example, opposes the
Weaver bill but leaders are work g
with AFBF to trade grain and fafm

machinery 1o Libya for oil.

“We.are highly In faver of inj

pendent grain dealers selling gr
as opposed 10 government invol
ment,” said Ken MeFall, OFB exe
tive secretary. Most agri-busing
men would likely agree.
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