Ferdie J. Deering

RETIRED people find many ways
Lo make their years of lejsure a
life of pleasure, Same g0 on perpetu-
al wacation trips, others devote
themselves to hobbies, a few launch
new careers for the enjoyment of
them and qoite a number dedieate
themsalves 1o helping others.

For many vears, the late Hernry .
Bass, Enid contractor, published g
letter containing observations and
opinions, which he distributed to a
continually growing list of friends
and acquaintances.

From Baszs, Dave R, McKown, re-
tired Oklahoma City insurance man
and civie worker, got the jdea for
what has become 5 challenging and
stimulating project, He, too, pub.
lishes a letter for his friends.

It started as a travelogue afier
Dave and Florence, his wife, made
an extended trip to Europe and Rus-
sla in 1975, so0 their dauvghter gave it
the name, “This and That fram Here
and There.™

Circulated at fipst mainly within
his family, McKown's monthly letier
now goes 1o a mailing list of more
than 1.000, and probably is read by
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considerably more thap twice that
number,

Because the MeKowns have vigit-
ed 63 countries fn the past 25 years,
several of the letters have been de-
voted to travel. Others have de-
scribed MeKown's early life ag a
farm boy in Nlinis, pointing up ad-
vantages of learning to work early
in life.

Dave has a degree in geology
from the University of Oklahoma, so
he has written about such topics as
“the great rift” from Turkey to the
Red Sea, the Grand Canyon and is-
lands of the Pacifie Deean,

McKown taught a Rible class at
Wesley United Methodist Chureh tor
33 years, and he devotes some et-
ters to religious themes. As an inde-
pendent businessman, he js a firm
believer in free enterprise and pass.
28 along his convietions about this
“endangered freedom.

The significant thing about these
well-written letters is that they fui-
£l a need for sell-expression and
relate experiences that may be use-
ful or interesting to others,

Dave was 79 years ojgd when he

After 65

started his “anti-rust letters. "t He is
now nearly 84, and his project is
gaining momentum,

This iz not to suggest that||other
retired peaple ought 1o take up writ.
ing, bt ta paint out what m ny of
them have told us. Life offers|many
satisfactions to those who stagalive
alter 65,

We see frequent remind
Americans are living longer a

that
the

proportion of peopls past is
increasing. Public and privatg|pen-
sions help most of them gat bt
meny may wish they had done more
to provide for themselves whils they
WEere young. ’

There may be limitations on What
might be done ta correct probliems

of finances and health for refired
people, but much can be done
pand their mental outlook and
itual attitudes,

Numerons examples show
those with determination have
it, and others coyld do it, oft
spite of fack of money and he
Our talents need not be retired
because our johs expire.
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