Ferdie J. Deering

‘Where Are Amenca s Heroes Now?

5 president nl the Mens Dinner

Club, Dr. Dolphus Whitten onee
cnmmenmd that a good par‘_t_oi" the
Oklahoma City was reprmn-n’ted by
the 300 or more members presént.

“It's sort of frightening, isn't 119"
he asked facetiously.

One might have a similar feeling
in reviewing a recent survey of
“Aamerican decislon makers,” pur-
porting to show “Who Runs Ameri-
ca?”

The cast of most influential peo-
ple includes people from business,
finanece, law, politics, health, agri-
culture, education, religion and
communications, with politicians
most abundant.

These individuals were mentioned
because they are considered to be
ipfluential, not becanse they are he-
roes ar something else,

The annual survey, made and pub-
lished in a copyrighted article by
LS. Mews & World Report, named
these as the 10 most influential
Americans:
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~ President Carier; Sen. Edward M,
Kennedy (D-Mass); Speaker Thomas
P ONeill (D-Mass); labor bhoss
George Meany; Sen. Robert C. Byrd

“{D-W.Va.) G. Willlam Miller, chatir-

man of the Federal Reserve Board,
Chief Justice Warren C. Burger; the
president’s foreign policy advisor,
Zbigniew Brzezinskl; Sen. Russell B
Long (D-La) and banker David
Rockefeller.

Although the article said that “in-
fluential Americans hunger for de-
cisive leadership from the White
House" it indicated that a wide-
spread feeling exists that firm lead-
ership is lacking.

Mevertheless,
received more points in the “influ-
ence survey” than his next five
rivals combined!

That doesn't speak very well [or
ithe challengers and may reflect a
dearth of strong, capable leadership
to direct us back toward economic
sanity and traditional American
freedom.
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- Leday.

placemenggwere not as wide heq

President Carter -

:.ﬁhere- ]eadera prupﬂae o take us as
Jitisto mcugni;e-lheg' attitwdes gnd
_mgtives.

Many of the st
n_utmg leaders TA
directions cont

m‘!st. mast domi-
‘history have led in
¥ o the better]in- |
P-
pears to be true in some natipns

The survey also ranked instiiu-

- lions according 10 influence they

are believed o wield, Gaps belwgen
as
they wersa ong individuals.

The Whité House
course, follgged by g
a5, U5, Senam Supreme Court, Lile-
vision, eral buréaucracy,
House, labog.unions, banks, lobby
and pressure groups.

Mewspapers and Wall Streel oz
next, while publiv opinion pdlls
rated 16ith place. Radio was 1Pih
and magazines 20th.

The family was in 24th place dnd
organized religion in 26th, a nojch
ahead of the Hepublican Pamty.
Democrats ranked 14th,
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