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T'S getting harder to mind ow
own business. Private informa-

- tion about us is getling into the

hands or ma,n:mn:.r other peaple.

- A5 A Tesdll) Presldent Carter is
pshin ot g‘lslatmn that would
restrict disgemination of personal
data which ¥s "is being flashed
across the natidm from computer to
e*nmpmer,h .

Main thrust of pem:l.:ng bills ap-
pears to be aimed at business, but
government is by far the biggest
souree of personal information.

A few months ago, it was reported
that some 3.9 billion.{not million)
records on jﬂﬂlﬂﬂﬁ&lﬂ;ﬂm stored in
persenal data syg_tems“nct’ W7 federal
ggencies. By accldent, imient or
garelessness details may reach the
hands of those who could and would
misuse them.

For example: Deplartment of
Health, Eduocation and Welfare
keeps about 1.3 billlon persdnal re-
cords in almost 700 data systems
showing f[imancial, marital and
_ healih information mrer:i;nenta of

its help.
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Minding Own Business Not So Easy

Most people flle tax r
which are protected under t
vacy Act of 1974, Internal
Service distributes leafleis a
taxpayers of this privacy, axc

“The routine uses with respect to
disclosure which may be mide of
tax return information include dis-
closure 1o the Department of Jus-
fice in connection with actual or po-
tential criminal prosecution or civil
fitigation; to other federal apencies;
to states, the Disiriet of Columbia,
the Commanwealth of Puerio Rico,
or possessions of the United States
Lo assist in the administration of tax
laws; to other parties as authorized
by law oF regulations; and to foreign
governmenis in accordance with
treaties.™

Some- of the “other government
agencios” referred to have hun-
dreds of data banks and thousands
of investigators. Possibilities for

wide distribution of data on our pri--

vale lives are multitudinous,
Proposed legislation wonld limit
disclosure of medical records, es-

. tablish privacy standards for insur-

ance [fecords, and prevent upe of
compuierized bank records fog sur-
veillance, amd other things., |
It's not just individuals wﬁ& Aare
cancerned. Businesses must) file
greal volumes of informatign™ in
their multifarious dealings |with
government, :
Businessmen complain that|com-
petitors have, In some caseg, ob-
talned this information and uged it
i make products or win cusiomers. -
Efforts o protect individu H.r-_t
vacy: have not always workeg oot
well. Becanse of limitations on|whit
employers may ask applicant, ‘8s-
sential information about thein past -
may be kept hidden.
Robert Ellis Smith of Washingion,
D.C, has recently published al boolk
titled: "Privacy: How o Protect
What's Left of Tt."

Smith says the federal gdvern-
ment keeps an average of 18 (iles on
the private lives of citizens. |Busi-
ness files are in addition. With that
gituation, who needs a ["Big
Brother™ to watch over us?




