Ferdie J. Deering

KLAHOMA City is growing and,
the fuel crisis notwithstanding,

iraffic is becoming more congested -

by the weak, Part of the overload
may be attribuled to shutdewns of
important streets for construction,
but obviously a great deal of it is
due to mare people going places,

Tha Central Expressway has been
in the talking stapes for decades,
The objective has been to provide a
limited access thoroughfare from
bustiing Edmond to booming Nor-
marn, Tt is needed more than ever.

The “Broadway Extension™ was
put wogether slowly, bit by bit, and
after 30 years a bridge is being built
acress the North Canadlan river to
connecl Shiglds Boulevard into the
downtown 2rea,

EBul people coming from Edmond,
timewise, are only halfway dowa-
lown when they reach the 36th
sireel bottleneck.

The Central Expressway project
is belng opposed on grounds that
owners [ear they might not get
enough out of their property to buy
réplacements. Some claim abuse be-
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cause they are poor or hlack.
Uwners, including rental property
opérators, should be paid falr mar-
ket prices, plus a reasonable bonus
for inconvenience. The public needs
the street and should be willing to
pay well for the land, but should not
be held up by civil rights activists.
. The West Bypass is equally need-
ed, bocause of fantastic growth in
residential and business develop-

- ments in the northwest area. Envi-

rommentalisis and residents argue
that this project would upset the
ecology of the Lake Hefner ares,

It should be remembered that the
lake and its ecology were almost en.
tirely manmade. The lake and Its
environs were designed for the ben-
efit of mankind. It seems ]ﬂgie:i&-
that the arrangement should be ad-
justed to fit changing needs .

Besides, the makeshift multl-lane
road that presently serves that pagis
of the city might be as damaging to
adjacent properiy and tne ecnlegy
a8 a well-designgd exprosaway with
adeguate, conveniont service Foads,

The piecemeal consiruction of

d9th street and crosstown improve-
menis on Highway 66 would be bom-
ical, if the sitwation were nét so
costly and inconvenient,

Contractors may be blamed for
apparently dilatory progress on
construction, but state and city|offi-
cials are responsible for the poor
planning that leaves parts complet-
ed unused for months, or vears| be-
fore the whole section may be
opened to traffic.

The most congested section of the
city may be the vicinlty of 1-40|and
Meridian, where interstate, ¢ity,
airport, hotel, restaurant, shopping
and industrial traffic converge at
one intersaction, |

Meridian could very weall lose {lhj.‘i

unenviable title without being
relieved, When the General Motors
plant gets inte full operation, its
employees, Tinker employees and
other traffic in southeastern Okla-
homa City could create a jam| be-
yond description. |

If Oxlahoma City is to continue to
grow, the water must Flow andthe
traffic must go! |



