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Railroads Need Better Man _,em nt

MLH(M.DE"{M their

prﬂhpe-tl['l" and pr mugc- during
the “Roaring Twenties.,” Besides
hauling the mation's freighe, the:-r
provided luxury passenger trains
that were the high point of many
trips.

Today, we are engaged in a rail-
voad dismantling program. Cries
that we ought to be improving rail-
roads and using them more in order
to stretch fuel supplies aren't likely
1o change ihings,

The reason is that we don't have
anybody to fun the railroads. Proba-
bly the railroads conid compete for

the tiile of being the greatest man-
agement do in the history of
American iness,

Railroads were buill by husiness-
men with great vision and ambition,
with an eve lo subsidies in the lorm
of gifts of public lands and cash
payments by communities 1hey
WEre 10 Serve,

Rallroader William Henry Van-
derbilt denied that ke said “The
public be damned!™, as was reported
in 1B82..but the public got the im-

peak of -

tools:

pression that rail management was
selfish and greedy, anyway.

Unions have bedn working on the
railroad for a long time, but ithey
ean’t be counted an to run them eff]-
ciently.

Joha I{nrli ing, in 4 brochure ti-
ted “America's Hailroads: Ruin and
Reform.” weltes that in 1977 “Labar
productivity is equal to each em-
Ployee driving a 20-on qruck 40
miles during his working hours.”

Eneiling charges that unions have
“used their power destruc tively."

The government doesn't know how
to run o rallroad, either. When rail-
reads faltered, Congress responded
i appeals for help with its favorite
Subsidies and regulations.
The situation has rapidly deterio-
rated.

Amtrak rveduced the number of
places you could reach by Passen-
Fer trains, forcing travelers to use
olher conveyvances. Mow after in-
creasing operating losses 1o nestly
a billion doilurs o year, Amirak
plams 1o cut off more customers, in-
clisding ali of Oklahoma.

“Then CoMgébss created Conrajl
out of bankrupt eastern railrodds, It

s reported. ging- a n’ril]mn
dollars a da ayerd’ money,
Mationalize Jf the remaining

three dozen or s0 major railroads
(here were 130 in 1945) hdj heen

SUg@esied, E pg with. dm?ﬁ? ation
of raijl sery €8 m‘n:l rates.

One rail " expd cArgues that  a
heavy duty, sleam locomotive can
run 1000 milek'between coal and

waler stops, operaling more ecg-
nomically and elficjently than com-
parable diese] engines;

But environmental laws would
keep the smoke from coming out of
the stacks, as it did so abundanily
during our great years of agricul
tural, indusirial and population
growth,

Tecknologically, we could 5,.:!'1:': a
new era of raileoad building  with
good prospects for success, in ispile
of high costs for rights-of-way, but
where would we pet somebody to
rumn the railroods? LL

And wouldl Congross lei the
i, if they knew how?
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